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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 31, 1841. 

In pursuance of the proclamation of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, the Senate convened 
this day, and was called to order by Mr. SOUTH- 
ARD, the President pro tempore, 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Secretary call 
over the names of the Senators, so that it might 
be ascertained whether a quorum was present. 

Mr. KING said that the usual mode of pro- 
ceeding was for the presiding officer to direct the 
Sergeant-at-Arms to ascertain whether a quorum 
was present. 

The suggestion of Mr. K. being acquiesced in, 
the Sergeant-at-Arms reported that a querum of the 
Senate was present. 

The following Senators appeared in their places: 

MAINE, 
Mr. Evans. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Mr. Woopsvry. 
VERMONT. 


Mr. WIiLuiAMs, 
Mr. PEaRcE, 


Mr. PRENTISS. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Mr. CHoare, Mr. Bares. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Mr. Dixon, Mr. Simmons. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Mr. Smita, Mr. Huntineron. 
NEW YORK. 
Mr. Wricat, Mr. TaLLmMapce. 
NEW JERSEY. 
Mr. SouTwHaRD, Mr. Miter. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. SToRGEON, , 
DELAWARE. 
Mr. Bayarp, Mr. Ciayron. 
MARYLAND. 
Mr. Kerr, Mr. Merrick. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mr. Rives, Mr. Arcuer. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. Manaum. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. GrauaM, 


Mr. Preston. 
} GEORGIA. 
Mr. BERRIEN. 


ALABAMA, 
Mr. Kina. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. WaLKER. 
LOUISIANA. 
Mr. Barrow. 
KENTUCKY. 
Mr. Cuay, Mr. Monenxap. 
OHIO. 
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. Tappan. 
INDIANA. 
Mr. Smirs, Mr. Waite. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mr. Youne, Mr. McRoserts. 
MISSOURI. 
Mr. Linn, Mr. BenTon. 
ARKANSAS. 


Mr. Sevier, Mr. Futron. 
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MICHIGAN, 

Mr. Porter, Mr. Woopprince. 
Forty-three Senators appeared in their places. 
On moticn by Mr. BAYARD, it was 
Resolved, That a message be sent to the House 

of Representatives, informing that body thata quo- 

rum of the Senate is assembled, and that it is 
ready to proceed to business. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, it was 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied during 
the present session with three such newspapers 
printed in any of the States as he may choose; pro- 
vided the same be furnished at the usual rate for 
‘the annual charge for such newspapers; and pro- 
vided that, if any Senator shall choose to take any 
newspaper other than daily paners, he shall be 
sup plied with as many such papers as shall not ex- 
“eed the price of three daily papers. 

Jn motion by Mr. WHITE, the Senate then 
took a recess until half past 2 o’clock. 

The Sena'e resumed its siting at ten minutes be- 
fore 3 o'clock. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, that he believed 
the object of the recess was to afford an opportuni- 
ty for the organization of the other House, so 
that a joint committee could be formed to wait 
upon the President. As it was now probable the 
organization of the other House would not be com- 
plete till a late hour, he would move an adjourn- 
ment of the Senate till eleven o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

This motion being seconded, and unanimously 
apopted, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 31, 1841. 

The House was called to order at twelve o’clock 
by H. M. Gartanp, Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the last Congress, who, having read 
the Proclamation of the President of the United 
States requiring their attendance, proceeded to cail 
over the ro!l by States, when the following mem- 
bers answered to their names: 

[Those whose names are in Roman letters, are 
Whigs; and those in italic letters, are Democrats.] 
MAINE. 

Na haniel S. Littlefield, 
David Bronson, Joshua .2. Lowell, 
Nathan Clifford, Alfred Marshall, 
William P. Fessenden, Benjamin Randall. 

New Hampsuire. 
Charles G. Atherton, John R. Reding, 
Edmund Burke, Tristram Shaw. 
Ira A. Eastman, 


Elisha H. Allen, 


MassaCHUvseETTs. 
John Quincey Adams, Caleb Cushing, 
Osmyn Baker, William S. Hastings, 
Nathaniel B. Borden, Charles Hudson, 
George N. Briggs, William Parnienter, 
Barker Burnell, Leverett Saltonstall, 
William B. Calhoun, Robert C. Winthrop 
RuopE Isianp. 
Robert B. Cranston, Joseph L. Tillinghast. 
ConNECTICUT. 
William W. Boardman, Truman Smith, 
John H. Brockway, Joseph Trambull, 
Thomas B. Osborne, Thomas W. Williams, 
VERMONT. 
William Slade 
Augustus Young. 


Horace Everett 
Hiland Hall, 
John Mattocks, 
New York. 
Samuel Gordon, 
John Greig, 
Jacob Houck, jr. 
Hiram P. Haat, 
Archibald L. Linn, 
David P. Brewster, Robert McClellan, 
Timothy Childs, John McKeon, 
Thomas C. Chittenden, John Maynard, 
Staley N. Ciarke, Christopher Morgan, 


Alfred Babcock, 
Daniel D. Barnard, 
Victory Birdseye, 
Bernard Blair, 
Samuel S. Bowne, 
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John C. Clark, William M. Oliver, 


James G. Clinton, Samuel Partridge, 
Richard D Davis, Lewis Riggs, 
Andrew W. Doig, James I. Roosevelt, 
Joseph Egbert, John Sanford, 


Charles G. Ferris, 
Millard Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, 

A. Lawrence Foster, 
Seth M. Gates, 


Thomas A. Tomlinson, 
John Van Buren, 
Henry Van Rennselaer, 
Aaron Ward, 

Fernando Wood, 

John Young. 


New Jersey. 

Joseph F. Randolph, 
William bfalstead, Charles C. Stratton, 
John P. BP. Maxwell. Thomas Jones Yorke. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Benjamin 4. Bidlack, William Jack, 
Charles Brown, Francis James, 
Jeremiah Brown, George M. Keim, 
James Cooper, Joseph Lawrence, 
Davis Dimock, jr. » “Albert G. Marchand, 
John Edwards, Peter Newhard, 
Joseph Fornance, Arnold Plumer, 
James Gerry, Robert Ramsey, 
Amos Gustine, John Sergeant, 
Thomas Henry, William Simonton, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, John Snyder, 
James Irvin, George W. Toland, 
William W. Irwin, John Westbrook. 
DELAaWaRE. 
George B. Rodney. 
MaRYLAanD. 

William Cost Johnson, James A. Pearce, 
Isaac B. Jones, Alexander Randall, 
John P. Kennedy, Augustus A. Sollers, 
John Thompson Mason, James W. Williams. 
Virainia. 

Robert M. T. Hunter, 

Edmund W. Hubard, 

John W. Jones, 


John B. Aycrigg, 


Linn Banks, 
Richard W. Barton, 
John M. Botts, 


George W Cary, Francis Mallory, 

Walter Coles, Cuthbert Powell, 
Thomas W. Gilmer, Lewis Steenrod, 
William L. Goggin, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
William O. Goode, George W. Summers, 
William A. Harris, John Taliaferro, 


Samuel L. Hays, 

George W. Hopkins, 
Norra Carona. 

Archibald H. Arringten, Kenneth Rayner, 

Green W. Caldwell, Abraham Rencher, 

John R. J. Daniel, Romulus M. Saunders, 


Henry A. Wise. 


Edmund Deberry, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
James Graham, Edward Stanly, 
James J. McKay, Lewis Williams. 


Sourn CaRo.ina. 
Sampson H. Butler, Francis W. Pickens, 
William Butler, R. Barnwell Rhett, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, Jomes Rogers, 
John Campbell, Thomas D. Sumptere 
Tsaae E. Holmes, 
Groraia. 

Thomas Butler King, 
William C. Dawson, James A. Meriwether, 
Roger L. Gamble, Eugenius A. Nisbet, 
Richard W. Habersham, Lot Warren. 


Julius C. Alford, 


Kentucky. 

Landaff W. Andrews, John Pope, 
Linn Boyd, James C. Sprigg, 
William O. Butler, John B. Thompson, 
Garrett Davis, Philip Triplett, 
Willis Green, Joseph R. Underwood, 
Thomas F. Marshall, John White. 
Bryan Y. Owsley, 

. Tennessee. 
Thomas D. Arnol;i, Cave Johnson, 
Milton Brown, Abraham McClellan, 


William B. Campbell, Hopkins L. Turney, 


Thomas J. Campbell, Harvey M. Watterson, 
Robert L.. Caruthers, 


Christopher H. Williams, 
Meredith P. Gentry, Joseph L. Williams. 
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Onto. 

William Medill, 
Calvary Morris, 
Jeremiah Morrow, 
N. G. Pendletan, 
Joseph Ridgway, 
William Russell, 
Samuel Stokeley, 
George Sweney, 


Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Benjamin 8. Cowen, 
Ezra Dean, 

William Doan, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, 
John Hastings, 
Samson Mason, 


Joshua Mathiot, John B. Weller. 
James Matthews, 
LovisiaNa. 
Jobn Moore, Edward D. White. 
INDIANA. 


James H. Cravens, 
Andrew Kennedy, 
Henry S. Lane, 
George H. Proffit, 


Richard W. Thompson, 
David Wallace, 
Joseph L. White. 


Missouri. 
John Miller. 


ARKANSAS. 
Edward Cross. 


MicHican. 
Jacob M. Howard. 


MEMBERS, ABSENT. 

PznnsyLvania.—Two vacancies. 

Norra Canotisa.—William H. Washington. 

Gronaia.—Thomas A. Foster. 

Tennessee.—Aaron V. Brown. 

Louistana.—John B. Davison. 

Mississippi1.—TIwo members. 
election not known. 

AtaBama.—Fvye members. The result of the 
election not certainly known, but it is believed that 
five Democrats are elected. 

ILuiwois.x—Three members. The el ction does 
not take place until the first. 


DELEGATES ABSENT. 

FLoripa.—David Levy. 

Wiskonsan.—Not elected. 

10wa.—Not elected. 

Mr. HALSTEAD inquired of the Cierk by 
what authority the name of Linn Banxs had been 
placed upon the roll. Mr. H. said he understood 
that there was a gentleman who contested the seat, 
and claimed to have received a majority of legal 
voles. 

The CLERK, in explanation, read the certificate 
of election from the Acting Governor of Virginia, 
in which, among the names of the members o! 
Congress ‘elect from that State, appeared the name 
of the Hon. Linn Banks. 

The CLERK having announced that there were 
two hundred and seven members present, 

Mr. HUNT offered a resolution, that the House 
now proceed to organize by c hoosing a Speaker. 

At the suggestion of Mr. FILLMORE, Mr. H. 
modified his resolution, so that the election might 
be conducted viva voce. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
amend by striking out viva voce, und inserting “by 
ballot;” whereupon, 

Mr. WELLER called for tellers; but, 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and resulted—y eas 66, nays 154. 

So the House refused to agree to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to amend 
the resolution, by inserting, after the word ‘Speak- 
er,” the words ‘‘and Clerk.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. EVERETT, 
BARNARD, and HUNT, in opposition 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his amen dment; but 

Mr. WISE renewed it; and the question being 
taken, the amendment was rejected. 

The original resolution was then adopted without 
a division. 

The House accordingly proceeded to the election 
of a Speaker; and Messrs. Unnerwoop, J. C 
Crark, and Atrerton having been appointed tel- 
lers, the result was announced as follows: 

For Joun Waire.—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brockw ay, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Barnel!, William Butler, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, 


John C. Edwards, 


The result of the 


Caruthers,-Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Sta- 
ley N. Clarke, Coo per, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cashing, Garrett Davis, William C. Dawson, Di- 
berry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Patrick G. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, 
William 8. ' Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Huat, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
Isaac B. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, 
Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randvlph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Siraticn, 
Stuart, Sammers, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, "Edward D. White, Joreph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, Jo seph L. Williams, Robert C. 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young. 

For J. W. Jones.—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dean, Dimock, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John 
Cc. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, "John G. Floyd, "Chas. 
A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Gustine, Haris, Jonn Hastings, Houck, 
Hays, Hol Imes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Hunter, In- 
gersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Litiefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Ro- 
bert McCielian, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Al- 
fred Marshal!, John ‘Thompson Mason, Mathews, 
Mediijl, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Par- 
tridge, Pickens, Piumer, Reding, Rhett, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, S: een- 
rod, Sweney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watter- 
son, Wel'er, Westbrook, James W. Wi! liams, and 
Wood. 

For Henry A. Wis = Mente. Alford, S. H. 
Butler, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Mallory, Sumter, 
and Taliaferio. 

For Joserpn Lawrence.—Messrs. Adams, Gates, 
Giddings, Mattocks, and Slade. 

Fir Gro N. Bricas. —Mr. Borden. 

For Natuan Cuiirroro.—Mr. J. W. Jones. 

For W. C. Jonnson.—Mr. Wise. 


Whole number of votes - . - 221 

Necessary toachoice = - - - 111 

Of which Joun White received - - 121 
Jouu W. Jones - - 84 
Henry A. Wise . - 8 
Joserpn Lawrence - - 5 
GeorceE N. Brices - - ] 
Natuan CLirrorp - - 1 
Wittiam C. Jounson - - 1 


The Hon. Jonn Wate having received a ma- 
jority of the whole number of votes, was there- 
fore declared duly elected Speaker of the 27th 
Congress; and having been conducted to the Chair 
by Mr. Trietetr and Mr. Kem, addressed the 
House as follows: 

GENTLEMEN: I cannot sufficiently express the 
obligations | feel for the distinguished honor con- 
ferred upon me. I undertake the discharge of the 
duties of this station with unfeigned distrust of my 
qualifications. I am sens sible of the magnitude 
and difficulty of the task, of its arduous duties, of 
its high responsibilities. Six years’ service in this 
body has taught me that this chair is no bed of 
down, especially in a time of great political excite- 
ment. Nothing but aconviction that the same ge- 
nerous confidence which placed me here would con- 
tinue to support me in the faithful and impartial 
discharge of my duty could have induced me to 
accept this office. The duty of presiding over a 
numerous assembly like this, when even no party 
divisions exist—when no other than ordinary busi- 
ness is proposed to be considered and passed upon, 
is no easy task. But perhaps there has been no 
period in the history of this country when the du- 
ties of this Chair were more important, its respon- 
sibilities greater, its intrinsic difficulties more em- 
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Independent of that excited part 
feeling—the nataral result, in all free Governments 
of personal rivalship—the consideration and dis. 
cussion of those great questions which have @aused 
the convention of ihis special Congress, will no 


barrassing.- 


doubt give rise to high political excitement. Under 
these circumstances, I dare not hope I shall be 
able to give unqualified Satisfaction, no matter how 
faithful, how zealous, how impartial I may be. It 
shall, however, be my constant purpose te dis. 
charge the fanctiohs of this station with a single- 
ness of purpose and a fidelity of intention tha 

will secure to me the approbation, I trast, of the 
just and liberal of all parties. 

Candor, gentlemen, compels me to say I have 
never made the rules of this House or Parliamen. 
tary law my particular study. Experience in dis. 

charge of the duties of this Chair, I may say I haye 
none. The qualifications necessary to a prompt 
and able discharge of the duties of Speaker are 
multifarious—some of them difficult. I will noj 
deiain you to enumerate them ail; the mention of 
one, however, which I consider paramount to jj 
others, I cannot omit; I need scarcely say I allude 
to that of impartiality—a rigid and uncompromis. 
ing impartiality towards every member; to the ey. 
ercise of this qualification I pledge myself. The 
occupant of this chair should neither lend the in. 
fluence of his position to make the House subser. 
vient to Executive dictation, nor, on the other hand, 
to encourage a factious opposition of Executive 
recommendations. Passive obedience to Executive 
will is not less fatal to liberty than anarchy itself. 
The true spirit of a House of Representatives is to 
reflect faithfully the popular will. If it be true, as 
Ifhope and believe it is, that this House is the ¢j- 
tadel of American freedom—the great sheet-anchor 
of the Constitution—the grand inquest of the na. 
tion—should not allits deliberations be characte. 
rized with order, with decorum, with dignity? | in. 
voke you, gentlemen, let ail our proceedings be 
maiked with forbearance, moderation, courtesy, 
and patriotism. If, by any means, this body has 
impaired its high character as a dignified delibera. 
tive assembly, let us unite, one and all, to restore jt 
to its former good standing. Nothing, in my hum- 
ble judgment, would so effectuaily secure the perpe- 
tuity of our free institntions as a sacred observance 
of order in the deliberations of this House. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, accept my grateful 
thanks for this high mark of confidence and respect. 
And I entreat you, let all our proceedings be such 
as to sustain the dignity of this House, maintain 
the honor of the country, promote the public good, 
and preserve, unimpaired, the integrity of this glo- 
rious Union, 

The oath of office was thereupon administered 
to the Speaker by Mr. Lewis Wittiams of North 
Carolina, the gentleman holding the oldest com- 
mission as a member of this House. 

The members present were then qualified, by 
taking the oath prescribed in the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House do now pro- 
ceed to the election ofa Clerk viva voce. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to amend by striking 
out ‘viva voce,” and inserting ‘by ballot.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. WISE and 
BARNARD, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was negatived. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Wise, and it was agreed to. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
announcing the organization of that body, and that 
jt was ready to proceed to business. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a 
Clerk. 

Mr. WISE nominated Matthew St. Clair Clarke. 

Mr. RANDALL nominated F. O. J. Smith. 

Mr. POWELL nominated R. C. Mason. 

Mr. GOODE nominated Hugh A. Garland. 

The result cf the first vote was as follows: 

For F. 0. J. Smirn.—Messrs. 'Allen, 8S. J. An- 
drews, Babcock, Baker, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Butler,Calhoun, 
Thos. J. Campbell, Carathers, Childs, Chitienden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Wm. 
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C. Daw 
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Willia 
Hant, . 
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Proffit, 
Ridgv 
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C. Dawson, Joha Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
patrick G. Goode, Green, Greig, Hal!, Halsted, 


William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudsoa, | 


Hunt, James Irvin, James, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Morgan, Morris, 


Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Slade, Smith, Sitatton, John B. Thomp- 


Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, | 
Profit, Benjamin Randail, Randolph, Rencher, || 


son, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, || 


Triplett, Trumbull, Wallace, Warren, John White, 
Joseph L. White, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young. 

For H. A. Garntanp —Messrs. Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, C. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Bu'ler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, J. Campbel!, Cary, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard D, 
Davis, Dean, Dimock, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, William O. 
Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, 
Houck, Hays, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert 
McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred 


Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Me- | 


dill, Miller, Neward, Oliver, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rhet', Riggs, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sweney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, and Wood. 

For M. Sr. Crarr CLarxe —Messrs. Adams, Al- 


ford, Arnold, Aycrigg, Barnard, Botts, Deberry, | 
Habersham, Irwin, W.C. Johnson, J. B. Jones, | 
J. P. Kennedy, King, Meriwether, Moore, More. | 


row, Nisbet, Pearce, Pope, Ramsey, A. Randall, || 


Stewart, Taliaferro, Tillinhast, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, E. D. White, T. W. Williams, C. H. 
Williams, J. L. Williams, Wise, and L. W. An- 
drews. 

For R. C. Mason —S. H. Butler, Gilmer, Gog- 
gin, Graham, Holmes, Hopkins, Hunter, Mallory, 
T. F. Marshall, Powell, Sammers, Sumter, and 
Barion. 


Whole number of voices - - 222 
Necessary to a choice - - 112 
Of which Clarke received - - 38 
Smith do. - 90 
Garland do, - =. a 
Mason do. - oe 


And there being no election, 
ed to vote a second time. 
lows: 

For M. Sr. C. Crarx.—Mersrs. Adams, Al- 
ford, Landraff W. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Barnard, Botts, Boyd, Briggs, Richard D. Davis, 
Deberry, Egbert, Graham, Gastine, Habersham, 
Ingersoll, Irwin, Jack, William Cost Jobnson, 
Isaac B. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Law- 
rence, Littlefield, Robert McClellan, Marchand, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Meriwether, Morrow, Nis- 
bet, Pearce, Pope, Alexander Randall, Rayner, 
Rhett, Rooseveit, Russell, Saunders, Soilers, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Torney, Underwood, Watterson, Ed- 
ward D. White, Chrisiopher Hl. Williams, and 
Wise. 


the House proceed- 
Tae resuit was as fol- 


J. Andrews, Babcoc!s, Baker, Birdseye, Biair, 
Boardman, Bordon, Brockaway, Bronson, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burne!l, William Butler, Calhoun, 


William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbel!, John || 


.Rayner, Russel!, So'lers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, | 


C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen. Cran- | 


ston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, William 
C. Dawson, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick 
Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, Halsted, William S. 
Hastings, Henry, Howard, Charles Hudson, 
Hiram P. Hunt, James Irvin, Francis James, 
Lane, Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Pendleton, Proffit, Benjamin Ran- 
dail, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Sal- 
tonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Stratton, Stuart, John B. Thompson, Rich- 
ard W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
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lett, Trambuall, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, War- 
ren, Johan White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young. 

For H. A. Gartann.—-Messrs. Arrington, 
Atherton, Banks, Bidlack, Bowne, Brewster, C. 
Brown, Burke, P. C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Dean, 
Dimock, Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, 
Ferris, J.G. Floyd, C. A. Floyd, Gerry, W. O. 
Goode, Gorden, Harris, J. Hastings, Houck, Hays, 
Hubbard, J. W. Jones, Keim, Lowell, A. MecClel.- 
lan, McKay, McKeon, A. Marshall, Matthews, 
Medill, Mil'er, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Par- 
tridge, Plumer, Ramsey, Reding, Riggs, Sandford, 
nrod, Sweney, Van Buren, 
Westbrook, and J. W. Wil. 


Shaw, Snyder, St- 
Ward, Weiler, 
liams. 

For R. ©. Mason.—Meezesrs. Barton, S, H. Bat- 
ler, Fornance, Gilmer, Goggin, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hunter, C. Johnson, A. Kennedy, Mallory, J. T. 
Masou, Pickens, Powell, Sumter, Wood, and W. 
O. Butler. 


Whole number of votes - - 219 
Necessary toachoice - - - 110 
Of which Clark received - - - 51 
Smith - - - 90 
Garland . . - 61 
Mason - - - 17 


And there being no choice, the House proceeded 
to vote a third time; which resulted as follows: 

For M. Sr. Crair Ciuarke.—Messrs. Adams, 
Alford, Landraff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Ayerigg, Barnard, Barton, Botts, Bowne, 
Boyd, Briggs, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, Clifford, Clin'on, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
Davis, William C. Dawsen, Deberry, Doig. Eg- 
bert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Patrick G, Goode, Gor- 
don, Gustine, Habersham, Hays, Henry, Hunter, 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, 
Wiliiam Cost Johnson, Isaac B. Jones, Keim, 
Kennedy, Lawrence, Littlefield, Lowell, Robert 
McClellan, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Meriwether, Merrow, Nis- 
bet, Parmenter, Peaice, Pendieton, Plamer, Pope, 


Ramsey, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Rhett, Roose- 


velt, Russell, Sanferd, Saunders, Sergeant, Sollers, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, Summers, Samter, Swe- 
ney, Taliaferro, Turaey, Underwood, Van Buren, 
Warren, Watterson, John White, Edward D. 
White, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and 
Wood. 

Fir F. 0. J. Smita. «Messrs. Allen, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Babcock, Baker, Birdseye, Blair, 
3oardman, Borden, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Barnel!, William Batler, 


bell, Caruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, 


Garret Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden 
i , ’ ’ 


Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Green, Greig, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, 
Howard, Ha’son, Hunt, James, Lane, Linn, Sam- 
son Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Mcore, Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, 
Prcffit, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Simontoa, Slade, 


| Smith, Stratton, Stuart, John B. Thompson, Rich- 
For F. 0. J. Smitu —Messrs. Allen, Sherlock || 


ard W. Thompson, Toland, Tom'inson, Trum- 
bull, Rensselaer, Thomes W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
Aueustus Yonng, and John Young. 

For R. C. Mason —Mes:rs. Banks, Bidlack, 
Brewster, C. Brown, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, 


‘| P C. Caldwell, Cary, Coles, Dean, Dimock, Doan, 
| Eastman, J: C. Edwards, Geatry, Gilmer, Goggin, 


W.0. Goode, Harris, Holmes, Hopkins, Hub- 
bard, A. Kennedy, A. McCiellan, Mallory, John 
Thompson Mason, Matthews, Newhard, Pickens, 
Powell, Westbrook, and C. Jo‘nson. 

For H. A. Gartasp.—Messis. Houck, J. W. 
Jones, McKay, Medill, Mil'er, Oliver, Partridge, 


Reding, Riggs, Shaw, Snyder, Steenrod, Ward, 
Weller, and J. W. Williams. 
Whole number of votes - - 218 
Necessary toachoice - - - 110 
M. St. Clair Clarke - - - 91 


tt A A 


Smith - - - 

Garland - - - - 15 

Mason - - ° - 32 

The House then preceeded to vote the fourth 
time, which resulted as follows: 

For M. Sr. C. CLarke.—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 
Aycrieg, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, Botts, Bowne, 
Boyd, Briggs, Milton Brown, Burke, Wiiliam O. 
Butler. Greea W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, Clifford, Clinton, Cooper, Cross, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, William C. Dawson, 
John B. Dawson, Deberry, Dimock, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, John C, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John 
G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gamble, 
Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Greig, Gustine, Habersham, John Hastings, 

louck, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Hunter, Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, William W. Irwin, William Cost 
Johnson, Isaac B. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, 
Andrew Kennedy, King, Lawrence, Littlefield, 
Lowell, R. McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thos. F. Marshall, 
Mathiot, Mathews, Maxwell, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morrow, Newhard, Nisbet, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Pendieton, Plumer, Pope, Ramsey, Alex- 
ander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rhett, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Sergeant, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Stokely, Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Turney, 
Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Edw. D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christo- 
pher H, Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and 
Wood. 

For F. 9. J. Smira.—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Babcock, Baker, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
map, Borden, Brockway, Brenson, Jeremiah 
B:own, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, Wm. 
B. Campbe!’, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fiil- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Green, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, How- 
ard, Hudson, Hunt, James, Lane, Linn, Samson 
Mason, Mattocks, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Smith, Stratton, Richard W. Thompson, Tomlin- 
sun, Trumbull, John White, Joseph L. White, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young. 

For R. C. Mason.—Messrs. Banks, C. Brown, 
Cary, Coles, Gentry, Gilmer, William 0. Goode, 
Harris, Hopkins, Hubbard, Cave Johnson, Abra- 
bam McClellan, John Thompson Mason, Pickens, 
Powell, Proffit, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, and 
Brewster. 

For H. M. Gartanp.—Messrs. John W. Jones, 
Medill, Miller, Riggs, Snyder, and Weller. 


- 80 


Whole number - 220 
Necessary to achoice - - - Ill 
Clarke - - - - 128 
Smith - - - - 67 
Mason - - - - 19 
Garland - : - 6 


Mr. Crarke having received a majority of all 
the votes, was declared duly elected Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina introduced 
his colleague, the Hon. James Roaers, Representa- 
tive elect from that State, who was qualified, and 
took his seat. 

On motion of Mr, ADAMS, the usual message 
to the Semate, informing that the House had orga- 
nized by the election of Speaker, was adopted. 

Mr. WISE offered the usual resolution, for the 
appoiatment of a committee on the part of this 
House to join such committee as might be appoint- 
ed by the Senate, to waiten the President of the — 
United States and inform him that a quoram of the 
two Houses had assembled, and that Congress was 
ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. McKEON moved to amend the resolution 
by striking ont the word “President,” and moe 
the words “Vice-President, now exercising the of, 
fice of President.” ’ 
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Mr. McK. said, for the first time in the history 


of our country, the question arose whether the Vice 
President became President by the death of that 
officer. It was not with any political view that he 
had submitted his amendment, but for the purpose 
of settling this question, and fixing it as a guidance 
for future legislation. He believed that the indi- 
vidual at the head of the Government was not Pre- 
sident of the United States. He spoke from no in- 
vidious feeling. No man hada higher regard for 
that gentleman than himself; but he believed he 
was only Vice-President, exercising the office of 

President of the United States. 

Mr. McK. then read the two following passages 
from the Constitation of the United States: 

“The Senate shall choose their other officers, 
and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of 
the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the 
office of President of the United States.” 

‘In case of the removal of the President from 
office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to 
discharge the powers and duties of the said office, 
the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and 
the Congress may by law provide for the case of 
removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of 
the President and Vice President, declaring what 
Officer shall then act as President, and such officer 
shall act accordingly, until the disability be re- 
moved, or a President shall be elected.” 

Mr. K. then went into an examination of the 
intent and meaning of these passages, and referred 
to the debates in the Convention that framed the 
Constitution. He contended from these authori- 
ties that Mr. Tyler was not actually President of 
the United States, but merely Vice President, exe- 
cuting the powers and duties of the former office. 
He expressed his intention, however, to vote for 
the regular salary of $25,000 attached to the Presi- 
dential office; and concluded by urging the House 
not to mingle this matter with the political discus- 
sions of the day, but to regard it as a grave consti- 
tutic nal question, which should set the point at 
rest for all future time. 

Mr. WISE was glad the point had been raised, 
because the vote on the amendment would settle 
the relation. in which we stood to the President of 
the United States. And he must be permitted to 
say that he knew the fact that the present incum- 
bent would claim the position that he was, by the 
Constitution, by election, and by the act of God, 
President of the United States. That gentleman 
had, with sentiments of deep sorrow, regretted 
that the office ha! devolved upon him. But so it 
was. The Censtitution of the United States held 
this language: 

“In case of the removal of the President from 
office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to 
discharge the powers and duties of the said office, 
the same shall devolve on the Vice President; and 
Congress may, by law, provide for the removal, 

- death, resignation, or inability, both of the Presi- 
dent and Vice President, declaring what officer 
shall then act as President,” &c. 

The office of President devolved on the Vice 
President, and as the House had no rules as yet, 
and therefore no previous question, he hoped they 
wotld at once vote to recognise Joun Ty er ax 
President of the United States. 

Mr. McKEON asked the yeas and nays on his 
amendmen!; which were refused. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved an adjournment. 

Mr. FILLMORE inguired if the Senate had 
adjourned? 

The answer from several quarters was, Yes. 

And the question being taken, the House (by 
ayes 80, noes not counted) refused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on Mr. McKeron’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

And the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was resolved that 
when the House adjourn it adjourn to meet at 11 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution: 

Reselved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives be adopted as the 
rules anc orders of this House for the next ensuing 
ten days, and that a committee of nine members be 
appointed to revise the said rales and orders, and 
\o report thereon, within the said ten days. 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD insisted on the necessity of 
a radical change of the rules—and suggessted to 
Mr. Wise to modify his motion so as to make the 
rules of the last Congress the rules of this, until a 
committee should have reported and their report 
should have been disposed of. And Mr. U. sub- 
mitted a motion to that effect. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the amendment 
by inserting the words “‘except the 21st rule, which 
is hereby rescinded.” 

The 21st rule is in the following words, viz: 

*- No petition, memorial, resolution or other pa- 
per, praying the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, or any State or Territory, or the slave 
trade between the States or Territories of the United 
States in which it now exists, shall be received by 
this House, or entertained in any way whatever.” 

Pending these motions— 

The House, at half past five o’clock, on motion 
of Mr. BRIGGS, adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, Jane 1, 1941. 

The Senate was called to order at 11 o’clock, 
pursuant to adjouroment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. CALHOUN, and Mr. 

HENDERSON, appeared in their seats. 
», A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, stating that a quoram of that body 
was assembled, and were ready to proceed to bu- 
siness. 

A message was also received from the House of 
Representatives, s'ating that they had passed the 
following joint resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the 
part of this House, to join such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform 
him that a quorum of the two Houses is assem- 
bled, and that Congress is now ready to receive any 
communication he may be pieased to make. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the Senate 
concur in the joint resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio moved to amend it by 
striking out the words ‘President of the United 
States,” and inserting in heu thereof the words 
‘the Vice President, on whom, bythe death of the 
late President, the powers and duties of the offen 
of President have devolved.” 

la support of the motion Mr. ALLEN proceeded 
to observe that it must be obvious to all men that, 
in offering the amendment, he could have been 
actuated by no personal or petty consideration hav- 
ing reference to the individual now at the head of 
the Executive Government, but that hissole and 
simple object was te obtain an expression of the 
sense of the Senate on an important question in the 
interpretation of the Constiiution now arising for 
the first time. If it should be held that the pre- 
sent incumbent of the Presidential chair is Vice 
President, and not President of the United States, 
Mr. A. had no doubt that Congress would, not with- 
standing, in consideration of his discharging al] the 
duties of President, vote him the full salary as- 
signed to the President. Mr. A. had not the least 
desire or design to cripple or in any way embar- 
rass the present incumbent. Hecould net be sus- 
pected of so poor and petty an object as this. His 
sole object, he repeated, was to obtain a declaration 
of the sefise of the Senate inthe case. Mr. A. said 
that, in the Constitution, he found the following 
words: 

“In case of the removal of the President from 
office, or of his death, resignation,or inability to dis- 
charge the powers and duties of the said office, the 
same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the 
Congress may by law provide for the caseof re- 
moval, death, resignation, er inability, both of the 
President and Vice President, declaring what offi- 
cir shall then act as President, and such officer 
shall act accordingly, until the disability be re- 
moved, or a President shall be elected.” 

The first clause in this portion of the Constitu- 
tion classified all the centingencies under which the 
Vice President shal! discharge the duties and exer- 
cise the powers of President, and it made no dis- 
tinction whatever between removal by death a2d 
removal by a temporary inability to discharge the 
functions of the Presidential office. If, therefore, 





the late President had been afflicted with a disease 
producing, for time, a state of mental alienation 
he would on his recovery have been reinstated in 
all the powers of that high office to which the Pec. 
ple had elected him. But a contingency of that 
kind was provided for in the Constitution in the 
very same words as the case of the Presiaent’s 
death. It might, perhaps, be said that the question 
was an unimportant one, inasmuch as it had refer. 
ence mainly to the title to be applied to a public 
officer. Now Mr. A had not raised it with the re. 
motest desire to withhold the dignity of the title of 
President from the present incumbent of the chair. 
His anxiety in the matter arose from this: if the 
Presidential office was indeed now held by the Vice 
President, that fact recognised the existence of a 
case where the higbest office in the Republic may 
be held otherwise than by an election of the Peo. 
ple. The consequences of establishing such g 
principle might hereafter become very serious; but 
if the powers and duties of the Presidential office 
attached, in consequence of the death of the Presi- 
dent, to the Vice President, he still remaining Vice 
President, then be continued to hold only the office 
to which the people had elected him, and thus the 
beautiful symmetry of our system of free and po- 
pular Government was preserved. 

Having wished only to call the attention of the 
Senate to the question that it might make an offi- 
cial expression of its views of the case, Mr. A. 
would be content with expressing his own opinion 
in regard to it, however it might differ from that of 
other gentlemen. . 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that the view just taken 
of the interpretation of the Constitution was much 
strengthened by reference to the 5th clause of the 
34 section of the Ist article: 

“The Senate shall choose their other officers, and 
also a President pro tem. in the absence of the Vice 
President, or when he shall exercise the office of 
President of the United States.” 

Mr. T. observed that it would be found, from an 
examination of the Constitution as originally adopt- 
ed and as subsequently amended, that there was 
but one mode provided in that instrument by which 
a President of the United States could be created. 
It was very true that the Vice President, under 
certain contingencies, was required to exercise the 
powers and perform the duties of the office of Pre. 
sident, but it was no where declared that he there- 
by became the President of the United Siates. 
The President of the United States, as such, existed 
and could exist only by an election of the people. 

All analogy went to confirm the view which had 
been taken by his colleague. In our courts of jus- 
tice, if it happened that the Chief Justice was for a 
time absent from the bench, the oldest judge pre- 
sided in his place. But when this took place ia 
the Conrt of King’s Bench in Engiand, the senior 
judge did not in consequence become Chief Justice 
of the Court of King’s Bench, although he exer- 
cised for a time the powers and performed the du- 
ties of that officer. ‘Fhe same thing was true in 
this country. When a President of one of cur 
courts of justice was for a time absent, or unable to 
discharge the duties of the bench, his place was fill- 
ed by the senior judge; yet the latter officer, 
though by courtesy and in common parlance he 
might be called President, was not legally entitled 
either to the style or the salary of the President 
of the court. In Mr. T’s own State the President 
of the Court of Common Pleas was allowed a sa- 
lary, to which the other judges of that court were 
not entitled. When in his absence one of these 
judges filled his place, he did not thereby become @ 
salaried officer, nor did the law confer upon him 
the title of President of the Court. 

The same analogy held in military affairs. Ifa 
colonel was shot in battle, the next officer in rank 
took command of the regiment, but he did not 
thereby become a colone]; nor was he ieee a a 
colonel’s pay unless there was a special provision 
of law providing for the case. Mr. T. said he had 
seen a letter from a late Senator from the State of 
Mississippi, addressed to the officer now presiding 
over the Senate, the object of which seemed to be 
to prove that the latter was at present the Vice 
President of the United States, and that his place 
as a Senator from New Jersey became vacant 
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thereby. But this was too foolish and nonsensical 
to deserve any notice. The people only could 
make a public officer like the Vice President. The 

ple had elected John Tyler as Vice President of 


the United States, and an election by the people. 


alone could make the present President of the Se- 
nate their Vice President; he was at present a Se- 
nator, as others in the body, and he voted on every 
question as such. 

There was, then, nothing in the Constitution or 
jn analogical cases to warrant the position that 
John Tyler is now the President of the United 
States. He might, indeed, be justly entitled to the 
salary attached to the Presidential office, inasmuch 
as he was in the discharge of all its duties. Mr. 
T. had nothing against that. But when the Senate 
officially addressed him, it ought to give him his 
true constitutional title. In personal conversation 
he might be addressed as President, but not whea 
officially addressed by a Department of the Go- 
vernment; in their official language, none but the 
proper legal title ought to be applied to the indivi- 
dual exercising the powers of the Presidential 


office. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he was opposed to 
this amendment; but he did not intend to enter into 
any discussion on the subject. He presumed every 
member of the Senate had made up his mind, and 
was prepared to vote without considering discus- 
sion necessary. 

Mr. ALLEN called for the ayes and noes on his 
amendment. 

Mr. WALKER said, he was wholly unconscious 
that any movement would be made on this ques- 
tion in the Senate, until he heard the motion of his 
friend from Ohio (Mr. Axten.] The motion, 
however, was made, and he was called upon to re- 
cord his vote on the subject. The clause in the 
Constitution is, “In case of the removal of the Pre- 
sident from office, or his death, resignation, or ina- 
bility to discharge the powers and duties of the said 
office, the same shall.devolve on the Vice President, 
and the Congress may, by law, provide for the 
case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 


both of the President and Vice President, 
declaring what officer shall then act as 
President, and such officer shall act ac- 


cordingly, antil the disability be removed, or 
a President shall be,elected.”” Now here aresepa- 
rate and distinct contingencies; first, the death of 
the President, or, secondly,fthe death of the Presi 
dent and Vice President. In the first case, the of- 
fice of President devolves on the Vice President: in 
the other case, there is to be an acting President de- 
signated by law. Congress are to appoint by law 
some officer to “act as President until the disability 
be removed, or a President shall be elected." 
In the Jast case, then, there is to be an acting 
President, not for the unexpired term of the de- 
ceased President, but until an actual President 
shall be chosen. In the case, then, of the death of 
the President and Vice President, an officer desig- 
nated by law is merely to act as President, until the 
actual President shall be chosen. But in the case 
of the death of the President, “‘the said office” 
“shall devolve on the Vice President.” The 
language is, “the same shall devolve.” What 
shall devolve? The immediate antecedent is 
“the said office,” and it is a rule of grammatical 
constragtion, as well as of common sense, that the 
immediate antecedent is connected with the adjec- 
tive which follows. It is then the office that de- 
volves on the Vice President. He is not the Vice 
President acting as President, as in the contingen- 
cy of the death of the President and Vice President; 
but he ceases to be the Vice President; heis no 
longer the Vice President, and the office of 
President is devolved upon him. Is Mr. Ty- 
ler still the Vice President discharging addi- 
tional duties? If so, why is he not here per- 
forming the duties of Vice Presi’eni? Could he- 
come here and act as Vice President for a single 
moment? Surely not, because he has ceased to be 
the Vice President, for the reason that the Consti- 
tation has devolved on him the office of Presi- 
dent, which office he holds for the entire «rm for 
which the President was chosen. This is the 
language and the meaning of the Constitution, and 
when in the one case, thatof the death of the Pre- 
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| tution. 
| of the United States, nothing but impeachment, re- 
| moval, mental alienation, or death, would expel 
| him from the office. 


sident and Vice President, the Constitution calls 
the officer acting President, who, for a brief pe- 
riod, discharges the duties of the station, and in the 
other case devolves the office of President for the 
entire unexpired term on the Vice President. 
Can there be any doubt on the subject? As to 
the case of Colonel, acting as General, in case of 
the death in battle of the latter, the Colonel only 
acts as General for the temporary emergency: ano- 
ther person may be appointed General, and the 
Colonel returns to his former station, when the 
emergency had terminated during which he was 
acting as General. 


Mr. ALLEN replied. His friend from Missis- 
sippi had asked, if Mr. Tyler was still Vice Presi- 
dent, why was he not here presiding in the Senate? 
He would answer the question. Mr. Tyler was 
not here, because the Constitution had assigned to 
him duties which required his presence elsewhere, 
viz: the daties of the Presidential office. He was 
now an executive, not a legislative officer. Mr. A. 
would put to his friend this question; and he put it 
with a view to illustrate the fearful consequences 
which might be apprehended as likely to ensue 
from the establishment of the position taken by 
that Senator. Suppose a President of the United 
States should be of one political party, and at the 
same time a Vice President of another. political 
party: suppose the country to be about equally di- 
vided between the two, and both parties mutaally 
and highly incensed against each other; and under 
these circumstances, the President should be seized 
with a temporary illness, producing, for a time, 
such an alienation of mind as unfitted him for the 
discharge of his official duties, in consequence 
of which, those duties were discharged by the 
Vice President. After a time the President com- 
pletely recovered. The question would then 
arise, which of the two officers should continue 
in the chair. And might we not justly fear, un- 
der such a state of things, a renewal of those 
fearful struggies for supreme power which had 
so ofien convulsed the Old World with civil war 


and deludged it in blood? The question of suc- 


cession had ofiener than any other destroyed the 
peace of nations. Here was a Vice President 
armed with the purse and the sword, in actual 
possession, standing against the claims of the Pre- 
sident, now restored to health and reason; and not 
only so, but with half the citizens of the Republic 
at his back. What would become of the office? 
Was it to vibrale between the twoclaimants? In 
what manoer could a President of the United 
States—unimpeached, sane, and alive—cease to be 
President? There was none known to the Consti- 
None. If John Tyler was now President 


According to the Senator’s 
doctrine, though a President should be restored, a 
Vice President once diseharging his duties might 
hold out, and the President chosen by the people 
must take his place as a private citizen. No. The 
office of a public officer was fixed until one of the 
contingencies occurred which were designated in 
the Constitution. And if a Vice President be- 
came President, er could remove him. 


It was easy to conceive that temporary disability 
of a President was a case likely more frequently to 
occur than his death. Daringa periodof over fifty 
years butonedeath had occurred. Disability might 
ofien happen, and if the Senator’s doctrine should be 
established,themost fearful convulsions might follow. 
For this reason Mr. A. wished the question settled. 
He repeated his assurance that it was no paltry de- 
sire to withhold from the officer now at the head 
of the Government the dignity of a particular title, 
which indaced him to move the proposed amend- 
ment; all he contended for was, that, in performing 
asolemn official act, the Senate should’ employ 
strictly constitutional language. The Constitation 
declared that the powers and duties of the Presi- 
dential office should, in case of the President’s 
death, pass to—whom? To the Vice President. 
But how could they if there was no Vice President? 
And how could the same man be both Vice Presi- 
deat and not Vice President at the same time? He 
asked his friend from Mississippi to answer that 


question. If there was no Vice President, then the 
Constitution could confer nothing upon him. 

Mr. CALHOUN made a few remarks to the 
effect that as none of those circumstances existed 
which had been supposed, there could be no special 
occasion for discussion of this subjeet. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was disagreed to—ayes 38, noes 8, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Allen, Benton, Hendeison, Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Tappan, Williams, and Wright—8. 

NAYS—Areher, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clay of Ky. 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Ker, King, Mangum, Mertick, Miller, 
Morehead, Nicholson, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Ind. 
Southard, Stargeon, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Young—38. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, and Mr. Huntineton and Mr. Arcner were 
appointed the committee on the part of the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the joint committee 
appointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quoram of the two 
Houses had assembled, and were ready to receive 
any communications he might be pleased to make, 
reported that they had performed that duty, and 
that the President had replied that he would imme- 
diately make a communication to them in writing. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. Tyuer, his Private Se- 


cretary. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The CHAIR submitted te the Senate a message 
from the President of the United States, which was 
read, and is as follows: 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives ef the United States: 

FEeLLow-citizens: You have been assembied in 
your respective halls of legislation under a procia- 
mation bearing the singnature of the iliustrions ei- 
tizen who was so lately called by the direct suffrages 
of the people to the discharge of the important 
functions of their chief executive office. Upon the 
expiration of a single month from the day of his 
installation, he has paid the great debt of nature, 
leaving behind him a name associated with the re- 
collection of numerous benefits conferred upon the 
country during a long life of patriotic devotion. 
With this public bereavement are connected other 
considerations which will not escape the attention 
of Congress. The preparations necessary for his 
removal to the seat of Government in view of a re- 
sidence of four years must have devolved upon the 
late President heavy expenditures, which, if per- 
mitted to burden the limited resources of his pri- 
vate fortune, may tend seriously to the embarrass- 
ment of his surviving family; and it is therefore 
respectfully submitted to Congress whether the or- 
dinary principles of justice would not dictate the 
propriety of its legislative interposition. By the 
provisions ef the fundamental law; the powers and 
duties of the high station to which he was elected 
have devolved upon me, and in the dispositions of 
the representatives of the States and of the people 
will be found to agreat extent a solution of the 
problem to which our institutions are for the first 
time subjected. 

In entering upon the duties of this office, 1 did 
not feel that it would be beeoming in me to disturb 
what had been ordered by my lamented predeces- 
sor. Whatever, therefore, may have been my opi- 
nion, Originally, as to the propriety of convening 
Congress at so early a day from that of its late ad- 
journment, I found a new and a controlling induce- 
ment not to interfere with the patriotic desires of 
the late President, in the novelty of the situation 
in which I was so unexpectedly placed. My first 
wish under such circumstances would necessarily 
have been to have called to my aid, in the admi- 
nistration of publtc affairs, the combined wisdom 
of the two Houses of Congress, in order to take 
their counsel and advice as to the best mode of ex- 
tricating the Government and the country from the 
embarrassments weighing heavily on both. 1! am 
then most happy in finding myself, so soon after 
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my accession to the Presidency, surrounded by the 


immediate representatives of the States and people. 

No important changes having taken place in our 
foreign relalions since the last session of Congress, 
it is not deemed necessary on this occasion to go 
into a detailed statement In regard to them. I am 
happy to say that I see nothing to destroy the hope 
of being able to preserve peace. / 

The ratification of the treaty with Portugal has 
been duly exchanged between the iwo Govern- 
ments. ‘This Government has not been inattentive 
to the interests of those of our citizens who have 
claims on the Government of Spain founded on ex- 
press treaty stipulations, and a hope is indulged 
that the representations which have been made (o 
that Government on this subject may lead ere long 
to beneficial results, 

A correspondence has taken place between the 


Secretary of State and the Minister of Her Britan- | 


nic Majesty accredited to this Government, on the 
subject of Alexander McLeod’s indictment and im- 
prisonment, copies of which are herewith commu- 
nicated to Congress. 

In addition to what appears from those papers, it 

may be proper to state that Alexander McLeod has 
been heard by the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York on his motion to be discharged from im- 
prisonment, and that the decision of that Court has 
not as yet been pronounced. 
“§,Tne Secretary of Siate has addressed to me a 
paper upon two subjects, interesting to the com 
merce of the country, which will receive my con- 
sideration, and which I have the honor to commu- 
nicate to Congress. 

So far as it depends upon the course of this Go- 
vernment, our relations of good will and friendship 
will be sedulously cultivated with all nations. The 
true American policy will be found to consist in the 
exercise of a spirit of justice to be manifested in 
the discharge of all our international obligations, to 
the weakest of the family of nations as weil as to 
the most powerful. 
may arise, but when the discussions incident to 
them are conducted in the language of truth and 
with a strict regard to justice, the scourge of war 
will for the most part be avoided. The time ought 
to be regarded as having gone by when a resort to 
arms is to be esteemed as the only proper arbiter 
of national differences. 

The census recently taken shows a regularly pro- 
gressive increase in our population. Upon the 
breaking out of the war of the Revolution our num- 


bers scarcely equalled three miliions of souls; they | 


already exceed seventeen millions, and will continue 


to progress in a ratio which duplicates in a period of | 
about twenty-three years. The old States contain | 


a territory sufficient in itself to maintain a population 
of additional millions, and the most populous of the 
new States may even yet be regarijed as but par- 
tially settled, while of the new lands on this side of 
the Rocky Mountains, to say nothing of the im- 


mense region which stretches from the base of those | 


mountains to the mouth of the Columbia river, 
about 770,000,000 of acres, ceded and unceded, 
still remain to-be brought into market. We hold 
out to the people of other countries an invilation to 
come and settie among us as members of our rapid- 
ly growing family; and, for the blessings which we 
offer them, we require of them to look upon our 
country as their country, and to unite with us in the 
great task of preserving our institutions, and there- 
oy perpetuating our liberties. No motive exists 
for foreign conquest. We desire but to reclaim 
our almost illimitable wilderness, and to introduce 
into their depths the lights of civilization. While 
we shall at all times be prepared to vindicate the 
national honor, our most earnest desire will be to 
maintain an unbroken peace. 

In presenting the foregoing views, I cannot with- 
hold the expression of the opinion that there exists 
nothing in the extension of our empire over our ac- 
knowledged possessions to excite the alarm of the 
patriot for the safety of our institutions. The (e- 
derative system, leaving to each Siate the care of 
its domestic concerns, and devolving on the Fede- 
ral Government those of general import, admits in 
safety of the greatest expansion, but, at the same 
time, I deem it proper to add that there will be 
found to exist at all times an imperious necessity 
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fer restraining all the functionaries of this Govern- 
ment within the range of their respective powers, 
thereby preserving a just balance between the pow- 
ers granted to this Government and those reserved 
to the States and to the people. 

From the reportof the Secretary of the Treasury, 
yeu will perceive that the fisca! means, present 
and accruing, are insufficient to supply the wants 
of the Governmént for the current year. The ba- 
lance in the Treasury on the fourth day of March 
last, not covered by outstanding drafis, and exclu- 
sive of trust funds, is estimated at $860,000. This 
inclues the sum of $215,000 deposited in the Mint 
and its branches to procure metal for coiniug and 
in process of coinage, and which could not be with- 
drawn without inconvenience; thus leaving subject 
to draft in the various depositories the sum of 
$645,000. By virtue of two several acts of Con- 
gress, the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized 
to issue, on and after the fourth day of March last, 
Treasury notes to the amount of $5,413,000, mak- 
ing an aggregate available fund of $6,058,000 on 
hand. 

But this fund was chargeable with outstanding 
Treasury notes redeemable in the current year and 
interest thereon to the estimated amount of five 
million two hundred and eighty thousand dollars. 
There is also thrown upon the Treasury the pay- 
ment of a large amount of demands accrued in 
whole or in partin former years, which will ex- 
haust the available means of the Treasury and 
leave the accruing revenue, reduced as it is in 
amount, burdened with debi, and charged with the 
current expenses of the Government. The aggre- 
gate amount of outstanding appropriations on the 
tourth day of March last, was $33,429,616 50, of 
which $24,210,000 will be required curing the 
current year; and there will also be required for 
the use of the War Department additional appro- 
priations to the amount ef two million five hun- 


dred and eleven thousand ene hundred and thirty- | 


two dollars and ninety-eight cents, the special ob- 
jects of which will be seen by reference to the report 
eof the Secretary of War. 

The anticipated means of the Treasury are 
greatly inadequate to this demand. The receipts 
from customs for the last three quarters of the last 
year, and the first quarter of the present year, 
amounted to $12,100,000; the receipts for lands 
for the same time to $2,742,450, showing an ave- 
rage revenue frem both sources of $1,836,870 per 
month. A gradual expansion of trade, growing ont 
of a restoration of confidence, together with a re- 
duction in the expenses of collecting, and punctua- 
lity on the part of collecting eflicers, may cause an 
addition to the monthly receip's from the customs. 
They are estimated for the residue of the year from 
the fourth of March at $12.000,000; the receipis 
from the public lands for the same time are estima- 
ted at $2,500,000, and from miscellaneous sources 
at $170,000, making an aggregate of available 
fund within the year of $14,670,000, which will 
leave a probable deficit of $11,406,132 98. To 
méet this, some temporary provision is necessary, 
until the amount can be absorbed by the excess of 
revenues which are anticipated to accrue at no dis- 
tant day. 

There will fall due within th 
Treasury notes of the issues o 40, including in- 
terest, about $2,850,000. There is chargeable in 
the same period fur arrearages for taking the sixth 
census $294,000; and the estimated expenditures 
for the current service are about $8,100,000, making 
the aggregate demands upon the Treasury, prior to 
the Ist of September next, about $11,340,000. 

The ways and means in the Treasury, and esti- 
mated to accrue within the above named period, 
consist of about $694,000, of funds available on the 
Q8ih ultimo; au unissued balance of Treasury 
notes authorized by the act of 1841 amounting to 
$1,955 000, and estimated receip's from all sources 
of $3,800,000, making an aggregate of about 
$6,450,000, and leaving a probable deficit on the 
lst of September next, of $4,845,000. 

In order to supply the wants of the Government, 
an iatelligent constituency, in view of their best in- 
teresis, will, without hesitation, submit to all neces- 
sary burdens. But it is nevertheless important so 
to impose them as to avoid defeating the just ex- 
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pectations of the country, growing out of pre-exist. 
ing laws. The act of the 24 March, 1833, com. 
monly called the compromise act, should not be 
altered, except under urgent necessities, which are 
not believed at this time to exist. One year on] 
remains to complete the series of reductions pro. 
vided for by that law, at which time provisions made 
by the same law, and which then will be brought 
actively in aid of the manufacturing interests of the 
Union, will not fail to produce the most beneficja| 
results. Under asysiem of discriminating duties 


. imposed for purposes of revenue, in unison with 


the provisions of existing laws, it is to be hoped 
that our policy will, in the future, be fixed and per. 
manent, so as to avoid those constant fluciuations 
which defeat the very objects they have in view, 
We sha!l thus best maintain a position which 
while it will enable us the more readily to meet the 
advances of other countries calculated to promote 
our trade and commerce, wil! at the same time leave 
in ourown hands the means of retaliating with 
greater effect unjust regulations. 

In intimate connection with the question of reve. 
nue is that which makes provision for a suitable 
fiscal agent capable of adding increased facilities jp 
the collection and disbursement of the public reve. 
nues, rendering more secure their custody, and con- 
sulting a true economy in the great multiplied and 
delicate operations of the Treasury Department. 
Upon such an agent depends in an eminent degree 
ihe establishment of a currency of uniform value, 
which is of so great importance to all the essential 
interests of society; and on the wisdom to be mani- 
fested in its creation much depends. So intimateiy 
interwoven are its operations not only with the in- 
teresis of individuais but with those of the States, 
that it may be regarded in a great degree ascon- 
trolling both. If paper be used as the chief me- 
dium of circulation, and the power be vested in the 
Government of issuing it at pleasure, either in the 
form of Treasury drafts or any other, or if banks 
be used as the public depositories, with liberiy to 
regard all surpluses from day to day as so much 
added to their active capital, prices are exposed to 
constant flutuations, and indusiry to severe suffer- 
ing. In the one case, political considerations, di- 
rected to party purposes, may control, while exces- 
sive cupidity may prevail in the other. The pub. 
lic is thus constantly liable toimposition. Expan- 
sions and contractions may follow each other in 
rapid succession, the one engendering a reckless 
spirit of adventure and speculation, which embraces 
States as well as individuals; the other causing a 
fall in prices, and accomplishing an entire change 


| in the aspect of affairs. Stocks cf all kinds rapidly 


decline—individuals are ruined, and States embar- 
rassed even in their efforts to meet with punctuality 
the interest on their debis. ‘Such, unhappily, is the 
state of things now existing in the United States. 
These effects may readily be traced to the causes 
above referred to. The public revenues, on being 
removed from the then Bank of the United States, 
under an order of a late President, were placed 
in selected State Banks, which, actuated by the 
double motive of conciliating the Government and 
augmenting their profits to the greatest possible ex- 
teat, enlarged extravagantly their discounts, thus 
enabling all other existing banks to do the same. 
Large dividends were declared, which, stimulating 
the cupidity of capitalists, caused a rush to be 
made to the Legislatures of the respectivé States 
for similar acts of incorporation, which, by many 
of the States, under a temporary infatuation, 
were readily graated, and thus the augmentation 
of the circulating medium, consisting almost ex- 
clusively of paper, produced a most fatal delu- 
sion. An illustration, derived from the land 
sales of the period alluded to, will serve best 
to show the effect of the whole system. Theave- 
rage sales of the public lands, for a period of ten 
years prior to 1834, bad not much exceeded 
$2,000,000 per annum. In 1834 they attained, in 
round numbers, to the amount of $6,000,000. In 
the succeeding year of 1835 they reached $16,000,- 
000. And the next year, of 1836, they amounted to 
the enormous sum of $25,000,000. Thus crowd- 
ing into the short space of three years upwards ot 
twenty-three years’ purchase of the public domain. 
So apparent had become the necessity of arresting 
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this course of things, that the Executive department 
assumed the highly questionable power of discrimi- 
nating in the funds to be used in payment by diffe- 
rent classes of public debtors—a discrimination 
which was doubtless designed to correct this most 
roinous state of things by the exaction of specie in 
all payments for the public lands, but which could 
not at once arrest the tide which had so strongly set 
in. Hence the demands for specie became unceas- 
ing, and corresponding prostration rapidly ensued 
under the necessities created with the banks to cur- 
tail their discounts, and thereby to reduce their cir- 
culation. I recur to these things with no disposition 
to censure pre-existing admiuistrations of the Go- 
vernment, but simply in exemplification of the truth 
of the position which I have assumed. If; then, any 
fiscal agent which may becreated shall be placed, 
without due restrictions, either in the haads of the 
administrators of the Governmentor those of private 
individuals, the temptation to abuse will prove to be 
resistless. Objects of political aggrandizement 
may seduce the first, and the promptings of a 
boundless cupidity will assail the last. Aided by 
the experience of the past, it will be the pleasure 
of Congress so to guard and fortify the public in- 
teresis, in the creation of any new agent, as to 
place them, so far as human wisdom can accom- 
plish it, ona footing of perfect security. Within 
a few years past, three different schemes have been 
before the country. The charter of the Bank of 
the United States expired by its own limitafions in 
1836. An effort was made to renew it, which re- 
ceived the sanction of the iwo Houses of Con- 
gress, but the then President of the United States 
exercised his velo power, and the measure was de- 
feated. A regard to truth requires me to say that 
the President was fully sustained in the course he 
had taken, by the popular voice. His successor in 
the Chair of State unqualifiedly pronounced his 
opposition to any newcharter of a similar insti- 
tution; and not only the popular election which 
brought him into power, but the elections 
through much of his term, seemed clearly to indi- 
cate a concurrence with him in sentiment én the 
part of the people. Afier the public moneys were 
withdrawn from the United States Bank, they were 
placed in deposite with the State banks, and the re- 
sult of that policy has been before the country. To 
say nothing as to the quéstion whetherethat experi- 
ment was made under propitious or adverse circum- 
stances, it may safely be asseried that it did receive 
the unqualified condemnation of most of its early 
advocates, and itis believed was also condemned 
by the popular sentiment. The existing.Sub-Trea- 
sury system does not seem to stand in higher favor 
with the people, but has recenily been condemned 
ia amanner too plainly indica'ed to admit of a doubt. 
Thus, in the short period of eight years, the popu- 
lar voice may be regarded as having successively 
condemned each of the three schemes of finance to 
which I have adverted. As to the first it was in- 
troduced at a time (1816) when the State banks, 
then comparatively few in number, had been forced 
to suspend specie payments, by reason of the war 
which had previously prevailed with Great Britain. 
Whether, if the United Sta'es Bank charter which 
expired in 1811 had been renewed in due season, it 
would have been enabled to continue specie pay- 
ments during the war and the disastrous period to 
the commerce of the country which immediately 
succeeded, is, to say the least, problematical; and 
whether the United States Bank of 1816, produced a 
resteration of specie payments, or the same was 
accomplished through the instrumentality of other 
means, wasa matier of some difficulty at that 
time to determine. Certainit is that, for thé first 
years of the operation of that Bank, its course 
was as disastrous as for the greater part of its 
subsequent career it became eminently success- 
fal. As tothe second, the experiment was tried 
with a redundant Treasury,’ which continued 
to increase until it seemed to be the part of 
wisdom to distribute the surplus revenue among 
the States, which, operating at the same 
time with the specie circular, and the causes be- 
fore adverted to, caused them to suspend specie 
payments, and involved the couniry in the greatest 
embarrassment. And, as to the third, if carried 
through all the stages of its transmutation, from 


paper aud specie to nothing but the precious metals, 
to say nothing of the insecurity of the public mo- 
neys, its injurious effects have been anticipated by 
the country in its unqualified condemnation. What 
is now to be regarded as the judgment of the Ameri- 
can people on this whole subject, I have no accu- 
rate means of determining but by appealing to their 
more immediate representatives. The late contest, 
which terminated in the election of Gen. Harrison 
to the Presidency, was decided on princip!es well 
known and openly declared: and, while the Sub 
Treasury received in the result the most decided 
condemnation, yet no other scheme of finance 
seemed to have been concurred in. To you, then, 
who have come more directly from the body of our 
common constituents, I submit the entire question, 
as best qualified to give a full exposition of their 
wishes and opinions. I shall be ready to concur 
with you in the adoption of such system as you 
may propose, reserving to myself the ultimate 
power of rejecting any measure which may in my 
view of it conflict with the Constitution or other- 
wise jeopard the prosperity of the country; a power 
which I could not part with even if I would, but 
which I will not believe any act of yours will call 
into requisition. 

I cannot aveid recurring, in connection with this 
subject, to the necessity which exists for adopting 
some suitable measure whereby the unlimited crea- 
tion of banks by the States may be corrected in 
future. Such result can be mostly readily achieved 
by the consent of the States, to be expressed in the 
form of a compact among themselves, which they 
can only enter into with the consent and approba- 
tion of this Governmen’: a consent which might 
in the present emergency of the public demands, 
justifiably be given in advance of any action by the 
States as an inducement to such action upon terms 
well defined by the act of tender. Sach a measure, 
addressing itself to the calm reflection of the Siates, 
would find in the experience of the past, and the 
condition of the present, much to sustain it. And 
it is greatly to be doubted whether any scheme of 
finance can prove for any length of time successful, 
while the States shall continue in the unrestrained 
exercise of the power of creating banking corpora- 
tions. This power can only be limited by their 
consent. 

With the adoption of a financial agency of a sa- 
tisfactory character, the hope may be indulged that 
the country may once more return to a state of 
prosperity. Measures auxiliary thereto, and, in 
some measure, inseparably connected with its suc- 
cess, will doubtless claim the attention of Congress. 
Among such, a distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, provided such distribu- 
tion does not force upon Congress the necessity of 
imposing upon commerce heavier burdens than those 
contemplaied by the act of 1833, would act as an 
efficient remedial measure, by being brought direct- 
ly in aidcf the States As one sincerely devoted 
to the task of preserving a just balince in our sys- 
tem of government, by the maintenance of the 
States in a condition the most free and respectable, 
and in the full possession of all their power, I ¢an 
no otherwise than feel desirous for their emancipa- 
tion from the situation to which the pressure on their 
finances now subjects them; and while | must re- 
pudiate as a measure founded in error, and wanting 
constitutional saaction, the slightest approach to an 
assumption by this Government of the debts of the 
States, yet can see, in the distribution adverted 
to, much torecommend it. The compacis between 
the proprietor States aad this Goverament express- 
ly guaranty to the States all the benefits which may 
arise from the sales. The mode by which this is to 
be effected addresses itself to the discretion of Con- 
gress, as the trustee for the States; and its ex- 

ercise, after the most beneficial manner, is resirain- 
ed by nothing in the grants or in the Constitution, 
so long as Congress shall consult that @quality in 
the distribution which the compacts require. In 
the present condition of someof the States, the 
question of distribution may be regarded as substan- 
tually as a question between direct and indirect tax- 
ation. If the distribution be not made in some 
form or other, the necessity will daily become more 
urgent with the debtor Siates for a resort to an op- 
pressive system of direct taxation, or their credit, 








and necessarily their power and influence, will be 
greatly diminished. The paymentof taxes, after the 
most inconvenient and oppressive mode, will be ex- 
ac‘ed in place of contributions for the most part vo- 
luntarily made, and therefore comparatively unop- 

pressive. The States areemphatically the constitu- 
ents of this Government, and we should be entirely 
regardless of the objects held in view by them in the 
creation of this Government, if we could be indiffer- 
ent to their good. The happy effects of such a mea- 
sure upon al! the States would immediately be mani-~ 
fested. With the debtor States it would effect the 
relief to a great extent of the citizens from a heavy 
burden of direct taxation which presses with se- 
verity on the laboring classes, and eminently assist 
in restoring the general prosperity. An immediate 
advance would take place in the price of the State 
securities, and the attitude of the States would be- 
come once more, as it should ever be, lofty and 
erect. With States laboring under no extreme 
pressure from debt, the fund which they would de- 
rive from this source would enable them to improve 
their condition in an eminent degree. So far as this 
Government is concerned, appropriations to domes- 
lic objects, approaching in amount the revenue 
derived from the land sales, might be abandoned, 
and thus a system of unequal and therefore unjust 
legislation would be substituted by one dispensing 
equality to all the members of this Confederacy. 
Whether such distribution should be made 
directly to the States in the proceeds of the sales, 
or in the form of profits by virtue of the ope- 
rations of any fiscal agency having those proceeds 
as its basis, should such measure be contemplated 
by Congress, would well deserve its consideration. 
Nor would such disposition of the proceeds of the 
sales in any manner prevent Congress from time to 
time from passing all necessary pre-emption laws 
for the benefit of actual settlers, or from making 
any new arrangement as tothe price of the public 
lands which might in future be esteemed desirable. 

I beg leave particularly to call your attention to 
the accompanying report from the Secretary of 
War. Besides the present state of the war which 
has so long afflicted the Territory of Florida, and 
the various other matters of interest therein referred 
to, you will learn from it that the Secretary has in. 
stituted an inquiry into abuses, which promises to 
develope gross enormities in connection with Indian 
treaties which have been negotiated, as well as in 
the expenditures for the removal! and subsistence of 
the Indians. He represents, also, other irregu! ari- 
ties of a serious nature that have grown up in the 
practice of the Indian Department, which will re- 
quire the appropriation of upwards of $200,000 to 
correct, and which claim the immediate attention 
of Congress. 

In reflecting on the proper means of defending 
the country, we cannot shut our eyes to the conse- 
quences which the introdaction and use of the 
power of steam upon the ocean are likely to pro- 
duce in wars between maritime States. We can- 
not yet see the extent to which this power 'may be 
applied in belligerant operations; connecting itself 
as it does with recent improvements in the science 
of guonery and projectiles; but we need have no 
fear of being left, in regard to these things, behind 
the most active and skilfal of other nations, if the 
genius and enterprise of our fellow-citizens re- 
ceive proper encouragement and direction from Go- 
vernment. i 

True wisdom would, nevertheless, seem to dic- 
tate the necessity of placing in perfect condition 
those fortifications which are designed for the pro- 
tection of our principal cities and roadsteads. For 
the defence of our extended maritime coast, our 
chief reliance should be placed on our navy, aided 
by those inventions which are destined to recom~ 
mend themselves to public adoption. But no time 
should be lost in placing our principal cities on the 
seaboard and the lakes ina state of entire security 
from foreign assault. Separated as we are from 

the countries of the old world, and in mach un- 
affected by their policy, we are happily relieved 
from the necessity of maintaining large standing 
armies in time of peace. The policy which was 
adopted by Mr. Monroe, shortly after the conciu- 
sion of the late war with Great Britain, of preserv~ 
ing a regularly organized staff sufficient for the 
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command of a large military force, sveuld a neces- 
sity for one arise, is founded as wei in economy 
as intrae wisdom. Provision is thus wade, upon 
filling up the rank and file, which can : eadily be 
done on any emergency, for the introduct .nof a 
system of discipline both promptly and effic ently. 
All that is required in time of peace is to main ‘ain 
a sufficient number of men to guard our fortifica 
tions, to meet any sudden contingency, and to en- 
counter the first shockof war. Our chief reliance 
must be placed onthe militia. They constitute 
the great body of national guards, and, inspired by 
an ardent love of country, will be found ready at 
all times and at all seasons to repair with alacrity 
to its defence. It will be regarded by Congress, I 
doubt not, ata suitable time, as one of its highest 
duties to attend to their complete organization and 
discipline. 

The state of the navy pension fund requires the 
immediate aitention of Congress. By the opera- 
tion of the act of the 3d of March, 1837, entitled 
“An act for the more equitable administration of 
the navy pension fund,” that fund has been ex- 
hausied. It will be seen from the accompanying 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions that there 
will be required for the payment of navy pension- 
ers, on the first of July next, $84,006 064, and on 
the first of January, 1842, the sum of $60,000. 
In addition to these sums, about $6,000 will be re- 
quired to pay arrears of pensions which will pro- 
bably be allowed between the first of July, and the 
first of January, 1842, making in the whole 
$150,006 064. ‘Po meet these payments there is 
within the control of the Department the sum of 
$28,040, leaving a deficit of $121,966 064. The 
public faith requires that immediate provision 
should be made for the payment ef these sums. 

In order to introduce into the navy a desirable 
efficiency, a new system of accountability may be 
found to be indispensably necessary. To maturea 
plan having for its object the accomplishment of 
an end so importaat, and to meet the jast expecta- 
tions of the country, require more time than has 
yet been allowed to the Secretary at the head of 
the Department. The hope is indulged that by the 
time of your next regular session, measures of im- 
portance, in connection with this branch of the 
public service, may be matured for your considera- 
tion. 

Although the laws regulating the Post Office De- 
partment only require from the officer charged with 
its direction to report at the usual annual session of 
Congress, the Postmaster General has presented to 
me some facts connected with the financial condi- 
tion of the Department which are deemed worthy 
the attention of Congress. By the accompanying 
report of that officer, it appears that the existing 
liabilities of that Department beyond the means of 
— at its command cannot be less than five 

undred thousand dollars. As the laws organizing 
that branch of the public service confine the expen- 
ditare to its own revenues, deficiencies therein can- 
not be presented under the usual estimates for the 
expenses of Government. It must therefore be 
left to Congress to determine whether the moneys 
now due to contractors shall be paid from the pub- 
lic Treasury, or whether that department shall con- 
tinue under its present embarrassments. It will be 
seen by the report of the Postmaster General that 
the recent lettings of contracts in several of the 
States have been made at such reduced rates of 
compensation as to encourage the belief that if the 
department was relieved from existing difficulties, 
its future operations might be conducted without 
any further call upon the general Treasury. 

e power of appointing to office is one of a 
character the most delicate and responsible. The 
appointing power is evermore exposed to be led 
imto error. With anxious solicitude to select the 
most trustworthy for official station, I cannot be 
—— to possess a personal knowledge of the 
qualifications of every applicant. I deem it there- 
fore proper, in this most public manner, to invite, 
on the part of the Senate,a just scrutiny into the 
character and pretensions of every person whom I 
may bring to their notice in the regular form of a 
nomination for office. Unless persons every way 
trustworthy are employed in the public service, 
corruption and irregularity will inevitably follow. 


I shall, with the greatest cheertuloess, acquiesce in 
the decision of that body, and, regarding it as wise- 
ly constituted to aid the Executive department in 
the performance of this delicate duty, I shall look 
to its “consent and advice” as given only in fur- 
therance of the best irferests of the country. I 
shall also, at the earliest proper occasion, invite the 
attention of Congress to such measures as in my 
judgment will be best calculated to regulate and 
control the Executive power in reference to this vi- 
tally important subject. 

I shall, also, at the proper season, invite your 
at ution to the statutory enactments for the sup- 
pres. on of the slave trade, which may require to 
be ren ered more efficient in their provisions. 
Thereis reason to believe that the traffic is on the 
increase. Whether such increase is to be ascribed 
to the abolit on of slave labor in the British pos- 
sessions in oui vicinity, and an attendant diminu- 
tion in the supply of those articles which enter into 
the general consumption of the world, thereby aug- 
menting the demand from other quarters, and thus 
calling for additional labor, it were needless to in- 
quire. The highest considerations of public ho- 
nor, as well as the strongest promptings of huma- 
nity, require a resort to the most vigorous efforts to 
suppress the trade. a 

In conclusion, I beg to invite your particular at- 
tention to the interests of this District. Nor do I 
doubt that, im a liberal spirit of legislation, you will 
seek to advance its commercial as well as its local 
interests. Should Congress deem it to be its duty 
to repeal the existing Sub Treasury law, the neces- 
sity of providing a suitable place of deposite for the 
public moneys which may be required within the 
District must be apparent to all. 

I have felt it to be due to the country to present 
the foregoing topics to your consideration and re- 
flection. Others, with which it might not seem 
proper to trouble you af an extraordinary session, 
will be laid before you at a future day. Iam hap- 
py in committing the important affairs of the country 
into your hands. The tendency of public sentiment, 
I am pleased to believe, is towards the adoption, in 
a spirit of union and harmony, of such measures as 
will fortify the public interests. To cherish such a 
tendency of public opinion is the task of an elevated 
patriotim. That differences of opinion as to the 
means of accomplishing these desirable objects 
should exist, is reasonably to be expected. Nor 
can all be made satisfied with any system of mea- 
sures. But I flatter myself with the hope that the 
great body of the people will readily anite in support 
of those whose efforts spring from a disinterested de- 
sire to promote their happiness; to preserve the Fe- 
deral and State Governments within their respective 
orbits; tp cultivate peace with all the nations of the 
earth, on just and honorable grounds; to exact 
obedience to the laws; to entrench liberty and pro- 
perty in full security; and consulting the most rigid 
economy, to abolish all useless expenses. 

JOHN TYLER. 

WassincTor, June 1, 1841. 

Mr. EVANS wished, if the documents. alluded 
to in the President’s message were not too volumi- 
nous, that they would be read; but subsequently 
withdrew this request. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that ten thousand copies 
of the President’s message—fifteen hundred of them 
with the documents—be printed; but subsequently 
modified his motion by calling for thy printing of 
five thousand copies—fifteen hundred of them with 
the accompanying documents. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he was very glad 
that the Senator from North Carolina had agreed 
to modify his motion by substituting five thousand 
copies, instead of ten. Thesmaller number would 
be quile sufficient, considering that the newspapers 
of the country would give the message a wide cir- 
culation. e He (Mr. C.) had not risen for the pur- 
pose alone of saying this, but he was glad to have 
an opportunity of expressing his satisfaction at 
this early prospect of paying attention to economy 
in matters of detail. 

Mr. C. then made some allusions the to expendi- 
tures of 1838, in which he said a greater amount 
had been expended for contingencies than had been 
7 for the same purposes in the four years 
ef Mr. Adams’s administration. 


Mr.CALHOUN said he was glad to hearsuch Sen. 
timents of economy expressed. He hoped this Spirit 
of economy would be carried out in every depar. 
ment, and that it would be considered the circum. 
stances of the country called for it. This econom 
might save the necessity of increased taxation. He 
for one, would not consent to any increase until the 
most rigid economy was first tried, and after tha, 
it should be found necessary. 

Mr. PRESTON made a few remarks in relation 
to printing such proportion of the documents a; 
should be justified by their importance, or difficy); 
from size of obtaining circulation through the 
newspapers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was glad to find the 
Senator from Kentucky so much in favor of ego. 
nomizing. He should ever find him (Mr. B. 
ready to concur with him in all reasonable effory 
to curb expenditures. Allusion had been made to 
the extravagant expenditure for stationery supplied 
to Congress. He had himself used, he believed 
more of that stationery than any other mem. 
ber, with the exception, perhaps, of the Sena. 
tor from New York. Much of it had been used in 
answers to applicants for office. That necessity no 
longer existed ; that day had gone by, and he and 
the Senator from New York would economize jy 
that particular. But, although he admitied he had 
used a greater quantity of stationery than any other 
Senator, with the exception before made, yet he be. 
lieved the value of what he had used at any 
one session never exceeded $20. He thought 
some arrangement might be made by which each 
Senator and Member of Congress would be charged 
with the stationery supplied to him. He did nar, 
however, intend to urge this at present, but merely 
threw out the suggestion. 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

Mr. CLAY moved that the Senate would, on 
to-morrow, proceed to the election of the standing 
committees; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY also gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, move for a select committee on so much 
of the President’s message as relates to the currency 
and the finances, with a view of suggesting such 
remedy as should be deemed advisable. - 

A Senator having asked Mr. C. the nature of the 
remedy he proposed, : 

Mr. CLAY said he proposed a National Bank. 

The Senate then adjourned, at 2 o’clock. 





.HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, June 1, 1841. 

After tht journal of yesterday had been read, 
he first business in order was the following reso- 
ution offered by Mr. Wise on Monday evening: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives be adopted as 
the rales and orders of this House for the next 
ensuing ten days, and that a committee of nine 
members be appointed to revise said rules and 
orders, and to report thereon within the said ten 
days. 

Which motion Mr. Unnerwoop had moved to 
amend as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and in 
sert, “That a committee of nine be appointed to 
revise, amend, and report rules for the government 
of this House; and that, until such committee 
make report, and the same be finally acted upon, 
the rules and orders of the last House of Represen- 
tatives shall be considered as the rules and orders 
of this House. 

Which motion Mr. Apams moved to amend 
by inserting after “House of Representatives” the 
woerds excepting the 2lst rule, which is hereby 
rescinded.” 

The 2st rule is as follows: 

“No petition, memoral, resolution, or other pa- 
per praying the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia or any State or Territory, or the slave 
trade between the States and Territories of the 
United States in which it now exists, shall be re- 
ceived by this House, or entertained in any way 
whatever.” 

And the question being on this amendment, 

Mr. WISE suggested the propriety of postpon- 
ing the further consideration of the resolution for 
the present, in order that the House might respond 
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to the courtesy of the Senate, etc. and more espe- 
cially as the gentleman from Massachusetts, the 
mover of the amendment, was not then in his seat. 

After some debate of a conversational character, 
in which Messrs. WISE, PICKENS, and Mc- 
KAY, participated, 

Mr. ADAMS appeared and’addressed the House 
at considerable length, insupport of his amendment. 

As regarded the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] to adopt the rules of 
the last House until further order, he said he 
confessed he felt very indifferent. Hehad known 
this House long enough to be assured that it was 
of very little consequence what the rules were. 
The rule was, and weuld be, the will of the ma- 
jority ; that probably was the best ofall. Hereto- 
fore, down to the last Congress, two-thirds were 
required to make an alteration in the rules; but 
now, he believed, a majority alone was sufficient 
to change all the rules. He was, therefore, indif- 
ferent as to what the House might do with its rules, 
with the single exception of the 21st rule, because, 
whatever rules might be adopted, they would 
always be suspended whenever there was a majo- 
rity in favor of suspending them. And if thejour- 
nals of the last House were consulted, he doubted 


whether it would be found that any one mea-.re | 


of the House had been adopted under the regular 
application of the rules. 

Mr. A. here gave the results of his experience 
in relation to the improvement of the rules, by refer- 
ring them to committees. He believed that a sim- 
ple rule providing that al! the proceedings of this 
House should be according to the vote of the majo- 
rity, would probably be better than the volume 
which we had compiled, and which it seemed was 
now to be further added to—and which, it seemed 


to him, did nothing but consume so much of the | 


time of the House every day as was necessary to 
their suspension. 


This 2st rule was passed on the 28th of Janu- | 


ary, 1840, and a majority of the House were well 


acquainted with the manner in which it passed. It | 


passed when a majority of the then present mem- 
bers of the House were anxious above all things 
not to be thought Abolitionists, and most especially 
the members trom the South. The members from 
the South were afraid that if they did not vote for 
this rule, they would be set down by their constitu- 
ents as Abolitionists; and we remembered the 
somewhat strange, not to say edifying scenes which 
took place in this House under these mutual 
charges of Abolitionism. - 

It was necessary, in order to make political capi- 
tal, for all tse members from the South and all the 
members from the North, who were in the true po- 
litical allegiance of that day, to prove that they 
were not Abolitionists; and finally, a gentleman, 
certainly not an Abolitionist, but a Southern gentle- 
man, a sound Whig, an influential member of the 
House—he might say an ultra Whig, if any thing— 
contrived at that time to bring up this resolution; 
and he, the Whigest of the Whigs, upon the 
strength of the Kinderhook majority of the House, 
added this to the other rules. He did what North- 
ern men with Southern principles never dared to 
propose before him. They had always struggled 
against that particular rulee They knew how 
odious it was; they knew how their constituents de- 
tested it; and they never were able to bring them- 
selves to the screwing point unt)] the matter was 
brought into this House by a Whig; and then it 
was carried. How carried? By 108 against 114, 
a majority of only six votes. 

Mr. A. here requested the CLer« to send him the 
journal of the firstsession of the last Congress, 
from which he read for the purpose of showing 
what was the compound of that vote. 

He then proceeded to say that he understood the 
Whigs themselves mace great pretensions to be 
Democrats. Among other things, they were con- 
testing that name with their rivals; and he had seen 
much in the newspapers about Whig Democracy. 
Well; the Whigs were at liberty to take what name 
they pleased. But at the time this rule was adopt- 
ed, the Democrats were the party of the then ex- 
isting Administration. The Whigs at that time 
founded themselves on the ground of sturdy oppo- 
sition to Executive power. How far they be 





Whigs in that respect, was a matter about which 
we should see more hereafter. But, from one vote 
given yesterday, he should apprehend that their op- 
position to Executive power was beginning to melt 
away something like ice in the dog days. If he 
might take that vote as a standard, he did not think 
that the Whigs would be so distinguished for their 
Opposition to Executive power as they were a year 
ago. It might probably, therefore, be convenient 
for them to take the name of Democrats; and pro- 
bably, in the change oi things, the Democrats of 
last year would become Whigs. So tar at least as 
Executive power went, he thought that was likely 
to be the case. 

Mr. A. then went on to say, that the rule, at the 
time of its adoption, was most emphattically a De- 
mocratic measure. 


‘Whig with Northern principles, made himself their 


tool in carrying it out. 

Another important view of the case, and one 
which he was extremely desirous to bring to the 
consideration of the House, was this: the geogra- 
phical position of parties North and South. (Mr. 
A. here explained the vote in that view.) One of 
the worst features of that rule was, that it wasa 
measure of the South against the North—it was 
the oppression of the people of the North by the 
South, asa sectional measure. He had cemon- 
strated, in some remarks made by him at the last 
session, that not more than one in ten of all the pe- 
titions coming from the north of Mason and Dixon’s 
line was received, whilst every one coming from 
the south of that line was received without hesita- 
tion. 

Mr. A. then called attention to certain resolu- 
tions adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Massachusetts, protesting against the rule referred 
to, asa violation of the Constitution of the United 
States, &c. and concluded by demanding the yeas 
and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. WISE said he did not rise for the purpose 
of debating the merits of the question, but to move 
that the resolution do, for the present, lie on the 
table; which motion was agreed to. 

A message was here received from the Senate 
stating that the resolution of the House appointing 
a Joint Committee to wait upon the President of 
the United States had been concurred in; and that 
acommittee had been appointed on the part of the 
Senate. 

Mr. PICKENS offered a resolution providing 
that the seats of the House be numbered, and that 
members draw for them by lot. Mr. P. set forth 
the evils of the present mode of taking seats. He 
deemed it, to say the least, very unfair, inasmuch 
as those members who happened to reside near the 
seat of Government could immediately take advan- 

age of those more distant. In many instances 
seats were taken immediately after the adjouarn- 
ment of a preceding Congress, so that members 
coming from a distance had no chance. He (Mr. 
P.) desired that some rule might be adopted by 
which justice would be secured to all. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered, as a substitute, 
a resolution providing that the above regulation be 
incorporated into the standing rules of the House. 

Mr. BOTTS was of opinion that as members 
had now taken their seats, and appeared to be very 
comfortable, the best way would be to adopt the 
resolution, wjth the condition, however, that it take 
effect hereafter. 

This proposition caused some laughter, and seve- 
ral members exclaimed, ‘‘O! indeed,” “that would 
be very comfortabie,” etc.- 

Mr. POPE said that by chance he had at last got 
a comfortable seat, and he hoped that if the House 
did determine on changing the seats, his would be 
an exception. (Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. NISBET hoped the resolution would be 
adopted, and that it would take effect at ohee. He 
objected to the present mode of taking seats; as 
those members who lived near could return a few 
days after an adjournment and choose their seats. 
The fact was, however, the luxuriant seats now in 
use might and ought to be done away with altc- 
gether. They were a great evil. Give us, said Mr. 
N. the plain benches of the British House of Com- 
mons, and then we shall no longer have the long, 
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prosy, dull speeches with which we are so often 
wearied. We shall then go to business at once. 
After some further remarks, Mr. N. concluded by 
expressing a a that at least some measure 
would be adopted by which every member might 
have the same chance in the selection of a seat. 

Mr. SLADE, after referring to the manner in 
which the present abase had grown up, said he 
could not concur in the proposition before the 
House in its present shape. In his opinion, the 
best way would be to give ezch member, on draw- 
ing his chance, not a seat only, but the choice of a 
seat; because it would sometimes happen thatgen- 
tlemen would get into an unpleasant neighborhood. 

Mr. B. KING offered as a substitute, “that the 
Speaker cause the desks to be removed from the 
hall.” Mr. K. then made some pointed remarks 
in relation to the existing abuses. He contended 
that the desks were the root of all the evil. What 
they needed was, a proper attention to business, 
and as for the choice of seats, it was alla humbug; 
for if things were as they ought to be, a man might 
be heard in any part of the hall. . 

Alter some remarks from Mr. BIDLACK, 

Mr. PICKENS moved the previous question, 
subject to the Parliamentary rule, under which the 
amendments were not cut off. 

Mr. SLADE asked whether it was in order to 
renew the previous question, when the House had 
not as yet adopted any rules. 

The CHAIR decided that the call for the pre- 
vious question was in order. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON moved that the whole 
subject do lie on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
nays, Which were ordered; and being taken, resalt- 
ed as follows: yeas 92, nays 119. So the motion 
to lay on the table was lost. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the committee appoint- 
ed to wait on the President of the United Siates, on 
leave, reported that said committee had performed 
the duty assigned them, and that the President had 
expressed his intention to make an immediate com- 
munication in writing to both branches of Congress. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Tyxer, his Private Se- 
cretary. 

The Message was then read. 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the message and 
accompanying documents be laid upon the tabie, 
and that they be printed; and that 10,000 extra 
copies be printed for the use of the House, 5,000 
to be printed with the accompanying documents, 

Mr. BRIGGS expressed himself in favor of 
printing the whole number with the accompanying 
documents; and at his suggestion, 

Mr. BARNARD modified his motion accordingly. 

Mr. BOTTS asked Mr. Barwarp to accept 
20,000 as a modiecation. There had been no 
period in the history of our country when the 
ple were looking with so much anxiety for the 
message of the President of tke United States, 
as at the present time. For his own part he would 

rather say fifty thousand than twenty thousand. 

Mr. BARNARD said it was well known to 
every body, that the President’s message was a 
document which was published in every purtion of 
the country. There was no newspaper which did 
not publish it. Mr. B. was, therefore, unwilling 
that the House should order a very large number. 
He would not object, however, to printing 15,000 
extra copies of the message, ten thousand of which 
with the accompanying docaments. 

Mr. BOTTS moved that 20,000 copies be printed, 
5,000 of which should be accompanied with the 
documents. He would beg leave to temind the 
gentieman from New York that, although the mee- 
sage was published in all the newspapers, yet there 
was a great numberof people who did not take a 
hewspaper. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina hoped that 
the number would not exceed 10,000. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested an amendment to the 
motion of Mr. Borrts, to print 20,000 of the Mes- 
sage and accompanying documents, which that 
gentleman accepted. 

Mr. PICKENS said he wished not to interfere 
with the course of the majority with regard to 
printing the Message. He would acquiesce in any 
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motion they might desire. But he wished to be 
distinctly understood that, by thus voting, he was 
not to be considered, directly or indirectly, as sup- 
Bone the doctrines contained in the Message. 

did not know whether he understood some 
parts of it; but if one of its recommendations was 
that there should be a distribution of the proceeds 
of the eales of the public lands, or any portion of 
the revenue, thereby erealing a stock interest in 
the Siates, and organizing a central power to be 
regulated and controlled by the General Govern- 


ment, no matier whether under the name of a | 
Bank of the United States, or any other, to regue | 


late the paper currency (as it was called) of the 
country, he raised his solemn protest, in advance, 
against it, as a doctrine dangerous to the liberties 
of the country. 

Mr. GRAHAM renewed the. original motion of 


L. White, Thomas W. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—97. 

NAYS —Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Ar- 
rington, Atherton, Banks, Barnard, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
William 0. Butler, Green W. Caldweil, Patrick 
C.. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Cary, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Cooper, Cowen, Cross, Cushing, 


| Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
| Dean, Deberry, Dimock, 


Doas, Doig, East- 
man, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, J. G. Fioyd, C. 
A. Floyd, T. F. Foster, Gamble, Giddings, 
Goggin, W. 0. Goode, Gordon, Graham, 
Gustine, Habersham, Halsted, Harris, Houck, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunter, Hunt, Ingersoli, C. Johnson, J. W. 


Mr. SLADE offered the following resolution as 
his modified amendment: 

Resolved, That, at the opening of each session of 
Congress, after the 27th Congress, the names of 
all the members present on the first day of meeting 
shall be placed in a box, and drawn out by the 
CLERK, successively; that the member whose name 
is first drawn may choose his seat, and each mem- 
ber whose name is drawn successively may choose 
in like manner; and that the seats thus chosen sha]| 
be holden during the continuance of such session. 

After afew remarks from Mr. WISE, 

Mr. PICKENS asked the previous question, un. 
der the Parliamentary law; but, after some conver. 
sation as to its effect, if seconded, the House, by 
ayes 81, noes not counted, refused to sustain it. 

And, the question again recurring on the resolu- 
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| Jones, Keim, J. P. Kennedy, A. Kennedy, King, || tion and amendments, ; hand, 
Mr. Barnakp to print 10,000 of the message with || Litilefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. Mctilellan, A further discussion followed, in which Messrs, sited. 
the documents. } McKay, McKeon, Marchand, A. Marskall, T. F. || WISE, PICKENS, McKEON, SLADE, BRIGGs, Res 
The question was then first taken on the motion | Marshall, J. T. Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Max- || JOHN C. CLARK, and W. C. JOHNSON, parii- be req 
to lay the message and accompanying documents well, Medill, Meriweiber, Miller, Morrow, New- || cipated; when have 
on the table, and that the ordinary number be || hard, Nisbet, Oliver, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the whole any, ' 
printed; which Was agreed to. | Pearce, Pendleton, Pickens, Plumer, Proffit, Ran- || subject on the table; which metion was agreed to— ot 
The question now recurred on the modified mo- || dolph, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, || ayes 1)5, noes 102. case | 
tion of Mr. Borrs to print 20,000 copies of the || Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepherd, So the whole subject was laid on the table. his as 
message and the accompanying documents. | Sayder, Sollers, S.eenrod, Stratton, Sweney, Talia- Mr. STANLY introduced his colleague, Hon. or co 
Mr. ATHERTON said that at the last session | ferro, Rickard W.Tnompson, Turney, Underwood, || W. H. Wasuincron, Representative elect from the Or 
15,000 with, and 5,000 without the accompanying |» Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, || State of North Carolina, who was qualified, and solut 
documents were ordered to be printed; but after- || Westbrook, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, || took his seat. T 
wards, on the’score of economy, there was a re- | Wise, and Wood—121. Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina gave notice Kes 


consideration of the vote, and the House, after So the motion was rejected. 
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some discussion, determined to print 10,008 with, 
and 5,000 without the accompanying documents. 

Mr. STANLY read from the journals of the 
House, showing the course heretofore adopted in 
such cases. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN deprecated these re- 
ferences to pasi legis!ation. He protested against 
reading what had been done in former Congresses 
as a rule for the guidance of this House. He had 


the expenditures of the Government were far too 
great for its revenue, and this House had been 
sent here to reform and retrench. Although the 
President of the United States had not recommend- 
ed retrenchment and reform, to bring back the Go- 
verament to its Republican simplicity, he (Mr. B.) 
to test the honesty of those principles which had 


been professed by the majority of the House, would || 
begin the task here—to reform unnecessary expen- | 


ditures in printing, and every thing else. When 
they showeid the people that they were ready to re- 
form in small things, the people would then be- 
lieve that they were honest in their professions as to 
larger ones. After some further remarks, Mr. 
B. concluded, by saying he would vote for the 
smallest number. 

After some remarks from Mesirs. MORGAN, 
WISE, ARNOLD, SLADE, and ANDREWS, the 
yeas and nays were demanded on the motion of 
Mr. Borrs to print 20,000 extra copies, but not 
being ordered, and the question being taken, the 
motion of Mr. Borrs was lost. 

Mr. SLADE then moved to print 15,000 copies 
of the message and documents. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bidlack, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Butts, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnel!, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. Builer, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cranston, Cravens, John Ed- 
wards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, For- 
nance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gentry, Gil- 
mer, Patuick G. Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, Wm. 
S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, James Irvin, Wil- 
liam W. Irwin, James, Isaac B. Jones, Lane, 
Lawrence, Linn, Mailory, S. Mason, Mattocks, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Pope, 
Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randal], A. Randall, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, Saltonsiall, Sergeant, 
Simonton, Slade, Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, 
S:uart, Summers, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Tripieit, Trambull, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, Edward D. White, Joseph 
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The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Granam to print 10,000 copies of the Messege and 
documents. 

Mr. ANDREWS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative. 

So 10,000 extra copies of the Message and docu- 


¢ || ments were ordered to be printed. 
heard from the mountains and valleys the cry that || 


The SPEAKER then announced, as the recur- 
ring business, the proposition of Mr. Pickens as to 
seats; but 

Mr. PICKENS expressing himself willing to 
yield for the present— 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a commitiee of one member from 
each State in the Union be appointed on the part of. 
this House, to join such committee as may be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate, to consider and 
report by what token of respect and affectioh it 
may be proper for the Congress of, the United 
States to express the deep sensibility of the nation 
to the event of the decease of their late President, 
Wittum Henry Harrison; and that so much of 
the Message of the President as relaies to that me- 
lancholy event be referred to the said committee. 

Which was adop‘ed unanimously. 


Mr. BARNARD (under similar courtesy from 
Mr. Pickens) offered the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That so many only of the standing 
committees named in the rules of the last House 
of Representatives sha!l be appoin‘ed at the pre- 
sent session as shall be necessary and proper un- 
der these rules to take charge of and consider the 
several subjects presented in the Messa.e of the 
President just read, and requiring, in the opinion 
of the President, the action of Congress at the pre- 
sent session; except that the Committee of Elec- 
tiows and the Committee on Accounts may also be 
appointed. 

Resolved, Tinat a select committee of nine mem- 
bers shall be appointed to take charge of and con- 
sider so much of the President’s Message as re- 
lates to the currency of the country and a fiscal 
agent for the Government. 


Resolved, That a select committee of nine mem- 
bers be appointed to take charge of and consider so 
much of* the President’s message as relates to the 
disposition of the public lands and of the proceeds 
of the sales thereof. 

These resolutions were read for information, and 


| then were laid over for the present. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the modified proposition of Mr. Pickens, (as to 
seats; see above,) and of the several amendments 
thereto. . 


that, on to-morrow, or so soon as the rules and bu- 
siness of the House would permii, he would present 
a bill to repeal the act entitled “An act to provide 
for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue,”’ generally known 
as the Sub-Treasury law. 

And then (having previously resolved to meet to- 
morrow at 12 o’clock) the House, at 3 oclock, ad- 
journed. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay June 2, 1841. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama and Mr, PHELPS ap. 
peared in their places this morning. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate what amount of 
public money has been placed in the hands of dis- 
bursing officers and agents since the 4:h of March 
last; also what amount of public moneys now re- 
mains in the hands of disbursing officers and 


| agents unaccounted for, or not reported to have 


been paid over according to law. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requesied to inform the Senate, as soon as the 
information can be obtained from the disbursiag 
officers and agents, what amounts of public mo» 
ney, if any, which have been placed in their hands, 


| are now on deposite in banks; and if so, the names 
| of the banks, whether specie paying or not, and 


whether the deposite is general or special. 

Reseluved, That the President of the United 
States be requesied to inform the Senate of the 
amount of Treasury notes which bas been issued 


since the fourth day of March last, with the dates 
_ thereof, with the names of the persons or corpora- 


tions to whom issued, and whether the same were 


| issued in payment of demands on the Treasury, or 
| in exchange for money or bank notes; and if so ex- 


changed tor money or bank notes, where the same 
was deposited. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requesied to lay before the Senate a schedule of 


'the payments made from the Treasury during the 


months of March, April, and May, of the present 
ear. 
: Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether the ba- 
lance due from the Bank of the United States has 
been paid; also, wheiber the dividends retained by 
the Bank to pay damages on the French bill of 
exchange have been paid; and, if said balance and 
dividends, or either of them, have not been paid, 
that the President be requested to inform the Se- 
nate what measures have been taken to obiain 
such payment since the 4th day of March last. 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
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be requested to inform the Senate what amounts 
(if any thing) are due from banks, exclusive of the 
Bank of the United States; and what measures 
have been taken since the 4th day of March last to 
collect the same. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before the Senate a statement 
of the amounts of money received in each of the 
months of March, April, and May last, frem cus- 
toms, lands, and other sources, especially, so far 


as the same can be ascertained or estimated from, 


the current returns; also, the amount expended in 
each of those months, stating separately the aggre- 
gale under the three several heads for civil, milita- 
ry, and naval expenditures; also,a copy of the 
last weekly report of the Treasurer of the United 
States, showing the amount of public money on 
hand, and the places.in which the same are depo- 
sited. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate what allowances 
have been made since the 4th day of March last, if 
any, for Florida claims, arising under the invasion 
of East Florida in 1812; with the amount¢in each 
cave allowed, with the name of the claimant and 
his assignee, if assigned, and the name of the agent 
or counsel, and the date of filing the said claim. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, the re- 
solutions were ordered to be printed. 

Toe Senate then, on motion by Mr. CLAY of 
Keatucky, proceeded to the execution of the or- 
der of the day—the election of the standisg com- 
mittees. 

The Senate then proceeded to bailot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreiga Relations; and 
the votes being counted, the following was declared 
to be the result: 


Whole number of votes” - ° a 43 
For Mr. Rives - - . - 28 
Mr. Buchanan - : ~ 
Mr. Preston - - 


Mr. Rives was declared to be duly elected 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, and the result 
was declared to be as follows: 


Whole number of votes’ - - ‘ 45 
For Mr. Clay of Kentucky - - 93 
Mr. Wright - ° = 14 
Mr. Woodbury - - - "en 
Mr. Clay - > 
Mr. Tallmadge . - ee 


Mr. Buchanan - - oe 
Mr. Cray of Kentucky was declared to be duly 
elected chairman of the Committee on Finance. 
The Senate then praceeded to the election of a 
chairman for the Committee on Commerce, and 
the following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes, - - 41 
For Mr. Huntington’ - - - 26 
Mr. King - - - - 4 
Mr. Wright - 


-  e 
Mr. Hontixcton was declared to be duly elected 
The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair 
man of the Committee on Manufactures, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 
Whole number of votes, - - 34 


For Mr. Evans . - 9% 
Mr. Sturgeon - - - § 
Mr. Woodbury - - ae 
Mr. Allen - ° i" @ 
Mr. Tappan - ° éuy 
Mr. Buchanan - ae oy 


Mr. Evans was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on Agriculture, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - - - 38 
For Mr. Linn - ore - 35 
Mr. Mouton - 3 


Mr. Linn was declared to-be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - - - 39 
Fer Mr. Preston - - - - 25 
Mr. Benton - - f - 13 
Mr. Prentiss - - - —. 


Mr. Preston was declared to be duly elected. 


The Senate then proceed to ballot fora chairman 
of the Committee on the Militia, and the following 
was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes’ - : - 40 
For Mr. Phelps - - - - 27 
Mr. Clay of Alabama - . 
Mr. Caijhoun - - + oe 
Mr. Falton - ° =n 


Mr. Puetes was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - - . 40 
For Mr. Mangum - - - 26 
Mr. Williams - - - 33 
Mr. Preston - hy 


Mr. Manocm was declared to be duly elected. 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot fora chair- | 


man of the Committee on Public Lands, and the 
following was ceclared to be the result: 
Whole number of votes” - : - 39 
For Mr. Smith of Indiana - - 25 
Mr. Walker ee el - 13 
Mr. Preston - - | 


Mr. Smitu was declared to be duly elected. 

Tae Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Commiitee on Private Land Claims, 
and the following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - - - 37 
For Mr. Bayard - - - - 25 
Mr. Linn - + - - 10 
Mr. Preston - - ae | 
Mr. Mouton - - - 1 


Mr. Bayarp was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senaethen proceeded to ballot for chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes’ - - - 38 
For Mr. Moorehead - - - 24 
Mr. Sevier - - - - 12 
Mr. Pres'on - . - 1 
Mr. Calhoun - 1 


Mr. Mooreneap was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on Claims, and the follow- 
ing was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - ° 30 
For Mr. Graham - - - 24 
Mr. Woodbury . . ~ 3 
Mr. Young : . . 2 
Mr. Prentiss - a 


Mr. Granam was declared to be daly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot fora chair- 
man of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
and the following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes” - “ . 36 
For Mr. Dixon - - - - 25 
Mr. Smith of Connecticut - . 2 
Mr. Choate - - ° w% 
Mr. Preston - - - ~ - 


Mr. Dixon was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - - - 30 
For Mr. Berrien - ~ - 23 
Mr. Walker - - -. § 
Mr. Prentiss - . ae 
Mr. Young - ° oY 3 
Mr. Preston - at erd 


Mr. Berrien was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and the following was declared to be the 
result: 


Whole number of votes - - - 31 
For Mr. Henderson : - - 25 
Mr. Fulton - - - - 4 
Mr. Calhoun - - wee 
Mr. Preston - - - 


Mr. Henperson was declared to be duly elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee on Roads and Canals, and 
the following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number of votes - . - 35 
For Mr. Porter - - - - 25 
Mr. Young - - - 9 
Mr. Sturgeon - - i, 3 


_Mr. Porrzr was declared to be daly elected. 





The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a chair 
man of the Commitiee on Pensions, and the fo!- 
| lowing was declared to be the result: 


| Whole number of votes’ - : ° 35 

| Fer Mr. Bates - - - - 

Mr. Pierce - - . - 33 
Mr. Huntington . - 1 


| Mr. Bares was declared to be duly elected. 

| The Senate then proceeded to ballotfor a chair- 
| man of the Commitee on the District of Colum- 
| bia, and the following was declared to be the re- 
} sult: 


Whole number of votes’ - - Z 99 
For Mr. Merrick - - - 
Mr Preston i a ee 


Mr. Tappan - oe 
Mr. Merrick was declared to be duly elected. 
‘The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a 
chairman of the Committee on Patents and the Pa- 
teut Office, and the following was declared to be the 
result: 


Whole number of votes - . - 33 
For Mr. Prentiss . - - 25 
Mr. Sturgeon - - - 6 
Mr. Allen . - - 
Mr Clayion . - o's 


Mr. Prentiss was declared to be daly elected. 
The Senate then pioceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man of the Committee to audit aad control the 
| contingent expenses of the Senate, aad the follow- 
| ing was declared to be the result: 
| Whole number of votes” - - - 39 
Fer Mr. White - - . - Q 
Mr. Preston - - - 
Mr. Falton - - - - 
Mr. Clayton - - - 
Mr. Smith of Connecticut - - 
Mr. Waite was declared to be duly elected. 
The S+nate then proceeded to ballot for a chair- 
man ofthe Committee on Enrolled Bills, and the 
following was declared to be the result: 


— —— de 3 OD 


Whole number of votes - - ° 36 
For Mr. McRoberts, = - - - 25 
Mr. Preston - ° wo 
Mr. Barrow ° . oe 
Mr. Henderson - - - § 


Mr. Clay of Ky. - “- = ae 
Mr. McRoseats was declared to be duly elected. 
The Senate then proceeded to the election of a 
| chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
| and the following was declared to be the result: 


| Whole number of votes - - - 33 
For Mr. Barrow - - - - 23 
Mr. Falton - ‘ - - 8 
Mr. Preston - ~ . a 


Mr. Barrow was declared to be daly elected. 
The Cuaig having announced that the commit- 
| tees had been gone through with— 

On motion by Mr. KING, and by general con- 
| sent, it was ordered that the Crair should appoint 
the remaining members of the committees, and re- 
port the same to the Senate to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY then offered the following resolution, 
of which he had given notice yesterday : 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to a uniform currency, and a suite- 
bie fiscal agent capable of adding increased facili- 
ties in the collection, disbursement, and security of 
the pnblic revenwe, be referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the committee 
ordered to consist of nine. 

The following joint resolution of the House was 
taken up: 

Resolved, That a committee of one member 
from each State in the Union be appointed on the 
part of this House, to join such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to consider 
and report by what token of respect and affection 
it may be proper for the Congress of the United 
States to express the deep sensibility of the nation 
to the event of the decease of their late Pregident, 
Wittum Henay Haraison; and thatso mach of 
the message of the President as relates to that me- 
lancholy event be referred to the said committee. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the resolution was 
concurred in, and the Committee on the part of the 
Senate ordered to consist of five persons. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, June 2, 1841. 

The names of the following géntlemen were an- 
nounced by the CLerx, as the committee on the 
part of the House, in pursuance of the resolution 
adopted on yesterday, providing for the appoint- 
ment of a commitiee, one member from each Siate 
in the Union, to join such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to consider 
and report by what tokea of respect and affection 
it may be proper for the Congress of the United 
States to express the deep sensibility of the nation 
to the event of the decease of their late President, 
William Henry Harrison, and that so much of the 
message of the President as relates to that me- 
lancholy event be referred to that committee, viz: 

Mr. J. @. Apams, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Fessenpen, of Maine. 

Mr. Tittineuast, of Rhodg Island. 

Mr. Aruzrron, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Taos. W. Wittiums, of Connecticut. 

Mr. Horace Evererr, of Vermont. 

Mr. Greia, ot New York. 

Mr. Aycriaa, of New Jersey. 

Mr. Sereeant, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Ropyey, of Delaware. 

Mr. W. C. Jounson, of Maryland. 

Mr. Taciarerao, of Virginia. 

Mr. Lewis Wituuams, of North Carolina. 

Mr. Jonn Campse tu, of South Carolina. 

Mr. W.C. Dawson, of Georgia. 

Mr. Porg, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Aaron V. Brown, of Tennessee. 

Mr. Samson Mason, of Ohio. 

Mr. E. D. Wuire, of Louisiana. 

Mr. Wa ttace, of Indiana. 

Mr. Joun Mitxer, of Missouri. 

_ Mr. Cross, of Arkansas. 

Mr. Jacos M. Howaarp, of Michigan. 

The Hon. JOHN B. DAWSON, member elect 
from the Siate of Lonisiana, appeared, was qua- 
lified, and took his seat. 


DEATH OF THE HON. CHARLES OGLE. 
Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania then announced 
the death of the Hon. Cuaries Ocie. 


He died (said Mr. C.) at his residence in Somer- 
set, on the 10th of May last, in the midst of those 
constituents of whom he was so proud, and who 
loved him so well. He had scarcely attained the 
maturity of his intellect, when he was cut off in 
the midst of life. It might be said that he fell in 
the very spring of promise. But one brief year 
ago, he bade as fair for a long life as the youngest 
and strongest amongst us; but neither youth nor 
strength can shield from Death. The highest in 
place, for whom the profoundest respect of a nation 
may be expressed, is as liable to be smitten down by 
his merciless aim, as the poorest and humblest. 
Again sad experience has reminded us of this trath; 
and it would be wise if we should, by this, be 
taught a lesson of deep humility. 


Mr. C. said it was not his purpose to deliver an 
eulogium on the life and character of his deceased 
colleague and friend. He would only say that 
those who knew him best esteemed him most, and 
that he was as much distinguished for his kindness 
and benevolence in private life, as for his ability 
and fidelity asa public man. ‘With his bereaved 
family he deeply and sincerely sympathized. Their 
loss was irreparable. How should they be con- 
soled? Words of condolence, he knew, fell with- 
out meaning on the ear of sorrow, and there is no 
comfortin them. But letus (said Mr. C.) trust 
that the benignity of him who “tempers the wind 
to the shorn lamb,” will not be less kind to the wi- 
dow and orphan children of our deceased friend. 


As a tribute of respect to his memory, and to 
show those to whom he was so dear that he is 
held in respectful and affectionate remembrance 
by us, with whom he was associated, I respectful- 
ly ask’ the concurrence of the House in the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the members of this House have 
heard with deep sensibility of the death of the Hon. 
Craries Oc, late a Representative from the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That as a testimonial of respect for 
the character of the deceased, they will wear the 


usual badge of moarning for the space of thirty 
days. 

Resolved, That as a further testimonial of re- 
spect, the House will now adjourn, to meet at 
11 o’clock to-morrow. 

The resolutions were adopted; and then, at 30 
minutes past 12 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, June 3, 1841. 

The CHAIR announced that, in pursuance of 
the resolation of yesterday, he had completed the 
Standing Committees, and they were reported to 
the Senate. . 

The committees stand as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
Mr. Rives, Chairman. 
Mr. Preston, Mr. Tallmadge, 
Buchanan, Choate. 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, Chairman. 
Mr. Evans, Mr. Mangum, 
Woodbury, Bayard. 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE. 
Mr. Huntington, Chairman. 
Mr. Merrick, Mr. Barrow, 
King, Wright. 
COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES. 
Mr. Evans, Chairman. 
Mr. Archer, Mr. Buchanan, 
Miller, Simmons. 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE. 
Mr. Linn, Chairman. 


Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. White, 
Smith, of Conn. Simmons. 
COMMITTEE ON MILICTARY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Prestoh, Chairman. 
Mr. Merrick, Mr. Archer, 
Benton, Pierce. 
COMMITTEE ON THE MILITIA. 
Mr. Phelps, Chairman. 
Mr. Ker, Mr. Barrow, 
Clay of Alabama, Fulton. 
COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Mangum, Chairman. 
Mr. Archer, Mr. Smith of Indiana, 
Williams, Choate. 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. Smith of Indiana, Chairman. 
Mr. Tallmadge, Mr. Bates, 
Walker, Prentiss. 


COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. Bayard, Chairman. 
Mr. Huntington, Mr. Sevier, 
Linn; Henderson. 
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Moorehead, Chairman. 


Mr. White, Mr. Phelps, 
Sevier, Benton. 
COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 
Mr. Grabam, Chairman. & 
Mr. Bates, Mr. Woodbury, 
Wright, Woodbridge. 


COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. Dixon, Chairman. 
Mr. Moorehead, Mr. Sturgeon, 
Smith of Con. Graham. 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 


Mr. Berrien, Chairman. 
Mr. Clayton, Mr. Walker, 
Prentiss, Ker. 


COMMITTEE ON THE POST OFFICE AND POST 
ROADS. 


Mr. Henderson, Chairman. 
Mr. Simmons, Mr. Berrien, 
Mc Roberts, Mouton. 
COMMITTEE ON ROADS AND CANALS. 
Mr. Porter, Chairman. 
Mr. White, Mr. Cuthbert, 
Young, King. 
COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. 
Mr. Bates, Chairman. 
Mr. Pierce, Mr. Dixon, 
Allen, Nicholson. 
COMMITTEE ON THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. Merrick, Chairman. 
Mr. Mangum, 


Young. 


Mr. Clayton, 
King, 






COMMITTEE ON PATENTS AND THE PATENT OFFICE 
Mr. Prentiss, Charman. 
Mr. Porter, Mr. Tappan, 
Sturgeon, Henderson, 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. Barrow, Chairman. 
Mr. Fulton, Mr. Ker. 


COMMIT FEE TO AUDIT AND CONTROL THE CONT] 
GENT EXPENSES. 


Mr. White, Chairman. 


‘Mr. Tappan, Mr. Porter. 
COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED BILLS. 
Mr. McRoberts. 
Mr. Miller, Mr. Nicholson. 


»And a select .committee in compliance with the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes. 
sage as relates to a uniform currency, and a suita. 
ble fiscal agent capable of adding increased facilj. 
ties in the collection, disbursement, and security of 
the public revenue, be referred to a select com. 
miltee. 

© SELECT COMMITTEE. 
Mr. Clay of Kentucky. 
Mr. Tallmadge, 
Bayard, 
Graham, 
King, Huntington. 

And the following committee on the part of the 
Senate, to join the House committee, to consider 
and report by what token of respect and affection 
it may be proper for the Congress of the United 
States to express the deep sensibility of the na ion 
to the event of the decease of their late President, 
WituuM Henry Harkison : 


Mr. Choate, 
Wright, 
Berrien, 


Mr. Bayard, Mr. Archer, 
Prentiss, Walker. - 
Benton, P 


(The names of the Democrats are in Italic.] 


Mr. BARROW of Louisiana presented a memo- 
rial from the Bar of New Orleans, stating that, in 
consequence of the late death of the District Judge 
of the United States in the district of Louisiana, 
that office was now vacant, and a favorable oppor- 
unity was presented for the interposition of Con- 
gress to augment the salary attached to the office. 
The salary, at present, was but $3,000, a sum in- 
compeient to command the services of a gentleman 
of high talent and Jegal attainments; and the public 
good urgently requtred that an adequate compensa- 
tion be provided by law. 

Mr. B. said he was fully aware that it was the 
impression of many members, perhaps of a majori- 
ty of the Senate, that, at the present called session, 
no subjects but such as were of general and na- 
tional importance should be attended to, and these 
gentlemen might object to this as merely a local 
matter; but it is one in which the whole State of 
Louisiana, and ultimately the people of the United 
States, had a deep interest. Although he entirely 
concurred in the opinion that the attention of an 
extra session of Congress, convened under cireum- 
stances like the present, ought not to be directed to 
every subject usually acted on at stated and regu- 
lar sessions, yet there were some subjects of so pe- 
culiar a nature as to recommend themselves legiti- 
mately to its action; and of that character was the 
case stated in this memorial. The system as well 
of laws as of legal practice in Louisiana was 
unique; and in reference to this fact it might be 
truly said that the people of that State were unre- 
presented on the bench of the Supreme Court. In- 
deed, the judges of that Court had frequently ac- 
knowledged the embarrassment under which they 
labored, when appeals from Louisiana came be- 
tore them. Hence arose a greater necessity that 
the District Court in that district should be oecu- 
pied by a man of the highest legal attainments; the 
very first and ablest lawyer in the State should sit 
on that bench, and the salary ought to be such as 
to secure a man of that standing. This would rid 
the Supreme Court of much of the embarrassment 
it now felt through its ignorance of the system of 
Louisiana law. He said this in no disposition to 
derogate from that high tribunal; the fact arose 
from the peculiarity of the circumstances, and im- 
plied no fault. For want of the requisite know- 
ledge, injustice had frequently been done, and the 
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citizens of Louisiana had frequently been compelled 
to sabmit to judicial legislation. 

So convinced was Mr. B. of the importance of 
the case presented by the memorial, that he desired 
it might be referred to the Judiciary Committee, 
and might there stand on its own merits. He 
jooked on all other appointments made or to be 
made in Louisiana, as insignificant, in comparison 
with this. The appointment being for life, if an 
incompetent man was once fixed upon the State, it 
would be a very serious evil, and one withouta 
remedy. : 

The memorial was, thereupon, referred to the 
Judiciary c@mmittee. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Benton yes- 
terday were about to come up, when 

Mr. CLAY suggested whether it would not be 
better for them to lie over until the report could be 
received from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
whieh be felt satisfied that many of .the inquiries 
would be answered. He was persuaded that there 
was a general disposition to throw as little burden 
as possible on the Department in calling for infor- 
mation on subjects that might not be scted on at 
the present session. He thought there ou 
to be some understanding in the matter, fcr were 
they once to launch on the stream of business, 
there would be no telling when the session wouftd be 
over. 

Mr. BENTON nodded assen', when 

Mr. CLAY offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue” ought to be 
forthwith repealed, and that the Committee on Fi- 
nance be directed to report a bill to that effect. 

Mr. C. observed that the resolution he had now 
offered was the same in substance with that moved 
by him at the last session. Its object was a speedy 
repeal of the Sub-Treasury system. It was not his 
purpose to discuss the resolution: indeed, he hoped 
and presumed that no discussion would be deemed 
necessary im any quarter, but thatthe Finance 
Committee wou'd be allowed a: once to report a 
bill. Mr. C. said he had come to this session of 
Congress with a determination to expedite, so far 
as he was concerned, the public business, and, in 
attempting this, to observe the utmost kindness and 
courtesy towards gentlemen on all sides of the 
House. He had not the least desire to deal harsh- 
ly with the feelings of any; and he would take the 
present occasion to express his deep regret and sur- 
prise that a casual expression used by norm at the 
last session had been most terribly perverted by 
the public prints—perverted in a manner and to a 
degree he never could have supposed posible. In 
the course of some observations in relation to the 
Sub-Treasury, he had said that he would as soon 
address an argument on that measure as attempt to 

convince a convicted criminal with the rope round 
his neck that his conviction has been just and nght. 
But the papers had represented him as having com- 
pared the gentlemen of the Senate who differed 
from him in opinion with regard to that measure as 
acompany of convicts with halters round their 
necks. Mr.C. protested to Heaven that nothing 
could befurther from his mindthan any sucha 
thought; on the contrary, he had been sedulously 
desirous of avoiding any language which could 
wound the feelings of these whom it had been his 
misfortune to differ. Mr. C. was happy in the op- 
portunity of making this explanation, although he 
felt very sure that it could scarcely be necessary in 
the view of any gentleman of the Senate who had 
been present at the time. The resolution he now 
effered proposed an immediate repeal of the Sab- 
Treasury law. He wa: ready, however, to make 
any alteration in the terms of the resolution which 
should cause it to conform to the wishes of gen- 


tlemen. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that he should not interpose 
any objection of time; if the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky would consent so far to modify the language 
of the resolution as to make it the daty of the 
committee to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing the law in question, Mr. W. would cheerfully 
vote for it. 

Mr. CLAY 


—< ied that he had not the least ob- 
jection, and w 


modify the resolution accord- 


ingly. Indeed, this was the more necessary since 
he believed there were some portions of the law 
which it might be expedient to retain. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he must confess his great 
surprise that a resolution like this should have been 
offered. The Senate had yesterday, without any 
Opposition, consented to raise a special committee 
ot nine to express the views of the Senate on the 
entire subject of the finance and currency. After 
this, he thought it due toa large portion of the 
people of the United States, and also of the mem- 
bers of the Senate, that that committee should take 
up this matter of the Sab-Treasury as part and 
parcel of the general subject committed to them. 
Before the Senate was asked to repeal the Sab- 
Treasury law, let it know what was intended as 
the substitute to be proposed. Repeal invo!ved 
substitution. Mr. C. presumed that it had been 
the intention of the Senate that the select commit- 
tee should have the whole subject of currency and 
finance before them, otherwise it would have been 
a most extraordinary course to appoint thetommit- 
tee, since the subject would regularly have gone to 
the Finance Committee. Now, Mr. C. regarded 
it as not entirely fair to the American people that 
acommittee should be required to report on the 
repeal ef this single isolated measure of the Suab- 
Treasury, without giving the country to unders'and 
what substitute was to be proposed in its stead. 
Let gentlemen come out with their proje-—a Bank 
of the United Sates, or the pet banks, or whatever 
else it was—so that the Senate and the country 
might see the whole question to be-considered. He 
hoped the Senator from Kentucky would not per- 
sist in pressing his resolution. Was it fair that 
those whe considered the Sub-Treasury system as 
the only constitutional and the only expedient mode 
of keeping the finances of the Government, should 
be called upen, at once, without opportunity for 
consideration, to repeal that system blindfold, 
without being told what was to follow? 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator could not certainly 
have heard the resolation as modified, or he never 
would have employed such language in regard to 
it. He called for the reading of the paper; and it 
was read. It was as follows: 

Resolved, Tuat the Committee on Finance be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
the act entitled “An act to provide for the collec- 
tion, safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenue.” 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had not heard the 
modification; bat, even if he had, he should still 
have objected to the resolution as modified. There 
was alieady a special committee appointed to take 
into consideration the whole subject of a fiscal agent 
for the safe-keeping and disbursement of the public 
revenue. He called for the reading of the resolu 
tion specifying the duties of the select committee; 
which was read. Mr. C. said that this resolntion 
certainly embraced the subject of the Sub-Treasu- 
ry, which its friends considered as the most perfect 
of fiseal agents that could possibly be devised for 
the ends to be effecied. 

Mr. CLAY. That may be; but we think no 
such thing. Mr. C. should really have supposed 
that the Senator from South Carolina would have 
forborne the remarks he had made if he had heard 
the resolution. In a large and liberal spirit of 
concession Mr. C. had at ence consented to modify 
it so as to meet the wishes of the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Waicut,) and had put the resolation 
in a form which ought to have protected it from re- 
marks such as the Senator had made. As to the 
position that repeal necessarily involved substitu- 
tion, Mr. C. differed from the Senator entirely. So 
far from this, if there was to be no substitute under 
heaven for the Sub-Treasufy scheme if repealed, 
he would nevertheless repeal it, and that in defe- 
rence to the declared will of the people of the Uni- 
ted States. Bat there was no concealment, no mys- 
tery intended. Mr. C. would tell the honorable 
Senator, at once, and with all frankness, what he 
went for, and what he believed his friends who act- 
ed with him meant to go for—and that wasa Bank 
of the United States. That was the object in view. 
Rat as the architect, before he erected a building, 
first cleared away the rubbish which occupied and 
encambered the ground on which it was to stand, 


so the friends of a National Bank desired first to 
remove this Sub-Treasury scheme clean out of the 
way. When they had done that, then they were 
prepared to move in the direct accomplishment of 
their object. When they had gota clean and tair 
sheet of paper before them, then they should be 
prepared to inscribe upon it whatever a majority of 
the Senate might deem most expedient for the pub- 
lic good. Mr. C. again observed that he bad hoped, 
after yielding at once to the wishes of the geatle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Wricnrt,]} the resola- 
tion in its modified shape woald have encountered 
no opposition from any quarter. 

Mr. CALHOUN repeated that the modification 
of the resolution had not met his ear; bat he mast 
s ill object. He knew perfectly weil that the only 
alternative was the Sub-Treasury ora Bank of the 
United States; hence it was thatin 1837 he had 
taken ground against the one and in favor of the 
other. The Senator had observed that an architect 
pulled down first aad built up afterwards. This 
was a metaphor, but metaphors did not always turn 
out to be sound arguments. The position of the 
Senator might be true in architecture, bat it was 
not true in legislation. The mere repeal of the 
Sub-Treasury would reinstate the pet bank system. 
The creation of a Bank of the United States would 
supersede the pet banks. He could not vote for 
the resolation at all, especially since the avowal of 
the Senator. o 

Mr. CLAY rejoined. The resolution adopted 
by the Senate yesterday for the appointment of a 
select committee on the subjects of finance and of a 
fiscal agent, did not cover this matter of the sub- 
Treasury, for the duties of that committee rather 
looked to an increase of the revenues; but even if 
it did, this act of repeal was an implied exception. 
Mr. C. said he most heartily concurred with the 
sentiment expressed by the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina, that the only alternative before the nation 
was the Sub-Treasury or a Bank of the United 


States. Undoubtedly; there was no other alterna- 
tive. The Senator, with great manliness, had ad- 
mitted this; so had the other Senator, [Mr. 


Waroar,] on a former occasion; it had always been 
Mr. C’s own conviction, and he was giad to hear 
the fact so frankly admitted in that quarter. The 
only alternative, then, being a Sub-Treasury or a 
Bank of the United States, and the people of the 
United States having most decidedly and uneqnuivo- 
cally comdemned and reputiated the Sub-Treasu- 
ry, it only remained that Congress should provide 
in due season a Bank of the United States. But 
this was nota session for talking ; it was pre-emi- 
nently the season for action. The day of judg- 
ment is come, (said Mr. Cray, with great empha- 
sis and animation,) the day of judgment, IU hope, 
is come—at least to our political world. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that when he had before 
remarked thar there was but one alternative beside 
the Sub-Treasury, he meant to be understood that 
political parties in the country had so rallied on 
these two measures that there was, practically, no 
other alternative. But there were other alternatives 
which might be adopted. The pet bank system wasan 
alternative, though in practice it was buta “half- 
way house” on the road to a Bank of the United 
States. The Senator himself had so designated it, 
and had declared himself content to lodge in it for 
a year or twe. Bat Mr. C had always known that 
it must come to a National Bank at last, if the 
sub-Treasury were once abandoned. It wasin 
this view that he had resisted this scheme in 1837, 
and should continue to resist it in all its stages. 

Mr. RIVES said he should vote for the resolu 
tion, not on the ground that, if the Sab-Treasury 
were repealed, the only other alternative must be a 
Bank of the United States. He thought there were 
many alternatives. The Presiden’ in his message 
had indicated several. There were the State banker, 
there was the United States Bank, as formerly or- 
ganized, and there was a fiscal agent which might be 
marked with a very different character. The remo- 
val of the Sab-Treasury would at least narrow the 
field of choice. If that should be thrown aside, 
the Senate might sooner reach a decision as to what 
should be substitated forit. He entirely agreed 
with the President, thata large majority of the 
people of the United States had unequivocally con- 
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demned the measure, while, at the same time, they 
had not pronounced their will in favor of any other. 
The Senator from South Carolina himself had cx- 
pressly admitied on a former eccasion that the Sab- 
Treasury had been condemned by the voice of the 
nation. So, at least, he was represented to have 
said; for Mr. R. did not speak from his own per- 
sonal recollection. 

Mr. CALHOUN begged leave to correct the 
Senator from Virginia. The statement Mr. C had 
made was that, in regard to the Sub-Treasury, 
taken asa sole and solitary measure, the people 
had declared their opposition to it, but then there 
had not been a greater majority in favor either of 
the pet bank scheme, or that of the United States 
Bank. 

Mr. RIVES. Well; a majority of the people 
being confessedly against the Sub-Treasury, he did 
notree why Congress might not, forthwith, pro- 
ceed to execute the public will. When that was 
done, the State bank question would revive, and 
then it would be for Congress to say whether those 
banks should hold the pubiic moneys, or whether 
we should adopta Bank of the United States, or 
should create 2 new fiscal agent. Without intend- 
ing, at this time, to commit himself to either of the 
three schemes, Mr. R. was prepared at once to 
commit himself, as the nation had committed itself, 
to the repeai of ee law. 

Tae question beifg now called for on the resolu- 
lion, 

Mr. CAL.HOUN proposed to amend it by adding 
the words “‘and to report a substitu'e.”’ 

Mr. CLAY hoped the amendment would net be 
made; and he called for the question. 

Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were oidered. 

Mr. CLAY. Tie amendment proposes that the 
Finance Commi'tee shall report a substitate for the 
Sub-Treasury; that is, it totally nullifies the select 
committee which the Senate appointed on the sub- 
ject of finance and a fiscal agent of the Government. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested whether it would 
not be expedient to refer the pending resolution to 
the select committee instead of the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY said that the select committee stood 
on a special and peculiar ground, and the objects 
of its appointment did not embrace that of this 
resolution; if he thought that they did, he would 
with pleasure adopt the suggestion. 

Mr. WALKER asked whether the subject was 
not already before the select committee, and whe- 
ther the amendment would not defeat that re- 
ference? 

Mr. CALHOUN said his object was to take the 
sense of the Senate whether they intended to act 
separately on this subject without the other matters 
connected with it. There were three sets of opi- 
nions in the country—one for a National Bank, 
one fer the pet banks, and one for the Sub-Trea- 
sury. The object of this resolution had been dis- 
tinctly avowed; it was the establishment of a Na- 
tional Bank. The Sub-Treasury had just com- 
menced its operations; why not give it a fair trial? 

(Mr. Cray, across. Because the people have 
condemned it.] 

It is said there is a majerity of the people opposed 
to it; and so, I believe, there is against, the pet bank 
system, and againsta Bank of the United Siates. 
If the resolution was adopted, Mr. C. did not care 
to which committee it was referred. 

Mr. WALKER preferred its reference to the 
select committee on the currency, &c. 

The question was now put on Mr. Catn: un’s 
amendment, and decided by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge— 
27. 
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The resolution of Mr. Clay was then adopted as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on Finance be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
the act entitled “An act to provide for the ¢ollec- 
tion, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public revenues,” 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message as relates to the subjeci of the 
finances was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. RIVES moved that so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message as relates to foreign affairs be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the Senator would 
defer that motion for a day or two: he desired to 
pay particular atiention to the late correspondence 
between the British Minister and the present Se- 
cretary of State. His impressions were very dif- 
ferent at present on the law of nations from those 
of that distinguished gentleman. He did not know 
that he was correct in his views, and if, on exami- 
nation, he found that he was not, he should most 
cheerfully yield his opinions. 

Mr. RIVES assented. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, so much of 
the President’s message as relates to commerce was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr, SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate why Gen. Mat- 
thew Arbuckle has been removed from his com- 
mand at Fort Gibson, west of Arkansas, to Baton 
Rouge, in the State of Louisiana, where there are 
no United States troops. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the fcllowing resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate the causes wh ch led to the 
sailing of the United States squadron from the Me- 
diterranean, and the return of the frigate Brandy- 
wine, together with such official correspondence 
connected therewith as in his opinion may not be 
improper to be communicated. 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from the 
members of the bar, at New Orleans, praying that 
the salary of the District Judge may be increased; 
which, after some remarks from Mr. PB. was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York relative to a bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Mississippi for a mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

* Also, a memorial of the same body in favor of 
the establishment of a Land Office on the Missis- 
sippi river; 

Also, a petition of citizens of Hancock county, 
praying for achange in the port of entry; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, after some prelimina- 
ry remarks, submitied the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the act entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue, ought to be 
forthwith repealed. 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested a modification, which 
Mr. Cray acceded to, and the resolution was sub- 
mitied in the tullowing words: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be di- 
rected to inquire intoshe expediency of repealing 
the act antitled “An act to provide for the collection, 
safe keeping, transfer, and disbu:sement of the 
public revenue.” 

Mr. CALHOUN opposed the resolution as un- 
necessary, as the whole subject of the finances and 
a fiscal agent of the Government had been already 
referred to a select committee. If this was sent to 
the Committee on Finance, it should be instructed 
to report a substitute. He would therefore move 
to amend the resolution, by adding the words “‘and 
to report a substitute.” 

After some remarks by Messrs, CLAY of Ken- 









tucky and WALKER, the question was taken op 
the amendment, and lost—ayes 19, noes 27, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Bachanan, Ca). 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Falton, King, McRoberts 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticy;’ 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury 
Wright, and Young—19. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay. 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntingtyp, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, §mith of In. 
diana, Southard, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—Q7. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
president and directors of the Bank of the Me. 
tropolis, praying for a recharter of that institution; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Djs. 
trict of Columbia. 

Various portions of the President’s message were 
then referred to appropriate committees. 

Mr. PRESTON submitted the following join 
resolution: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains of different de. 
nominations be elected to Congress during the pre. 
senteession, one by each House, who shall inter- 
change weekly. 

The resolution was agreed to, and sentto the 
House for concurrence. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, June 3, 1841. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the consent of the House 
to take up and consider the resolutions which he 
offered on Tuesday; the first of which he proposed 
to amend, so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the several standing committees, 
named in the rules of the last House of Represent- 
atives, be appointed by the Speaker. 

Resolved, Thata select committee of nine mem- 
bers shall be appointed to take charge of and con- 
sider so much of the President’s message as relates 
to the currency of the country and a fiscal agent 
for the Government. 

Resolved, That a select committee of nine mem- 
bers be appointed to take charge of and consider so 
much of the President’s message as relates to the 
disposition of the public lands and of the proceeds 
of the sales thereof. 

The question being on the consideration, 

Mr. PICKENS inquired whether he rightly un- 
derstood the resolution as proposing to raise a se- 
lect committee of nine members upon the currency, 
independent of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to which the subject had been heretofore referred, 
or as a substitute for that committee. 

Mr. BARNARD. Notasa substitute, because 
the first resolution proposed that all the committees 
should Le appointed. 

Mr. PICKENS said this was then a proposition 
to raise two distinct select committees over and 
above the usual committees of this House. Under 
the standing rules of the last Congress, we had 
standing committees appointed to which these sub- 
ject-matters were invariably referred. The Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means had invariably, here- 
tofore, taken charge of the currency question, as 
the genticman pleased to call it; and the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands had invariably taken charge 
of the other proposition referred to. He hoped the 
Elovse, would not now depart from this general 
cusiom; he saw no reason for the chanze. At the 
special session of 1837, the usual course in relation 
to the appoiniment of committees was pursued. 
He could see no propriety in the change proposed. 
If the gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnerp] 
desired the appointment of a select committee on 
the currency, he could, having a Speaker of his 
own choice, obtain such a committee, and thus set 
forth his views on the currency and the land ques- 
tion; and he (Mr. P.) could see Do propriety on 
the face of the earth for varying the mode of pro- 
cedure; if he could, it was probable he might enter- 
tain a different position, but, as at present advised, 
he should vote for the adoption of the usual course. 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired of the Speaker what 
was the question before The House. 
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The SPEAKER replied that the Chair consider- 
ed that the unanimous consent of the House had 
been given to the presentation of the resolutions of 
the gentleman from New York on a former day. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said that when those reso'u- 
tions were offered on a former day, he had risen 
and distinctly objected to their reception. 

Mr. MALLORY. I understood the resclations 
to have heen simply read for the information of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER said that as yet n@ rules had 
been made to regulate the order of the business of 
the House. The priority of business was within 
the control of the House, and the question would 
now be pat whether the House would consider the 
resolutions at this time? 

Aad the question having been propounded and 
the House havirg partly divided— 

Mr. McKAY said it seemed to him that the 
course proposed by the gentieman from New York 
{Mr. Bagnanb] was novel and extraordinary. The 
first business of ‘he House had heretofore been to 
determine the number of standing committees to be 
appointed, and thes to adopt the usual resolution 
that the Speaker should appoint those commitiees. 
Bat the proposition of the gentieman from New 
York was, that the Speaker should appoint certain 
committees before it had been decided what com- 
mittees should be appointed. What reason was 
there that this should be done? He could see none, 
and he hoped the House would insist on the usual 
preliminary movements. 

Mr. CLIFFORD was proceeding to express his 
opinion on the extraord.nary proposition of the 
gentleman from New York— 

When Mr. MALLORY rose to a point of order. 
He desired to know whether this debate was in or- 
der untilthe House should have deciled that it 
would take up and consider the resolutions. The 
question was on reception, and upon that question 
the House was dividing when the gentieman from 
North Carolina [Mr. McKay] rose to address the 
House. 

After some debate of a conversational character 
in relation to the point of order, 

Tne SPEAKER decided that the question being 
one of priority of business, was not debateable. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said he was perfectiy willing 
the question should be taken; but that if it was to 
be debated, he should claim the floor. 


Mr. BARNARD wished the House, he said, to 
understand how the question stood. The resolu- 
tions for the consideration of which he now asked, 
were presented by him on Toesday last. They 
were presented and read, and, on his own motion, 
were laid upon the table for future consideration, 
and there could, therefore, be no question of recep- 
tion, as claimed by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Mattory] The question now to be decided 
was whether the House would take up and con- 
sider these resolutions. 


Mr. MALLORY said he did not understand the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Barwarp] the 
other day as moving to lay these resolutions on the 
table, but as simply asking that they might be read 
for the information of the House. 

Mr. BARNARD and Mr. CLIFFORD rising to 
address the Chair— 

Mr. MALLORY called both gentlemen to order. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the Spzaker what 
was the question before the House? 

The SPEAKER «aid there wasnone, the House 
having refused to consider the question. 

Mr. BARNARD inguired whea the House had 
so refused? A division was calied for and partly 
made, but no decision was announced. 

After some conversation on this point, 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the reading of the reso- 
lutions; which having been read, 

Mr. BARNARD said that the House was thin, 
probably from a misapprehension as to the hour 
of meeting. He knew there had been some mis- 
apprehension on that point. He would move a 
call of the House. 

After some conversation on a point of order, 

The question was igken, and the House refused 
to order a call. 

And the question recurring on the consideration 


¢ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A EC CN 
<n een nneeeentastatilat tt TT 


| 


| 
| lie concernment in reference to which they had 


CONGRESSIONAL ¢ GLOBE. 











of the resclutio ns, the Floess ! refased to consider | 
ihem at this time 
RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the taking up and 
censideration cf the resolu! ion and amendments 
heretofore offered in relation to the rales of the | 
last House, and which had on Tuesday been [ai 
on the tab e. 

The motion having prevailed, the House pro- | 
ceeded te the consideration of the resolation here. | 
tofore offered by Mr. Wiss, which is in the fol- | 
lowing werds: 

Resolred, That the standing roles and orders of | 
the lest House of Representatives be adopted as | 
the ru’es and orders of this House for the next en- 
suing ten days, Sal that a commitiee of nine mem- 
bers be appointed to revise said rules an d orders, 
and to repert thereon within the said ten days. 

Which reso'ution Mr. Usaerweop had hereto- 
fore moved to amend as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and 
insert, ‘That a committee of nine be appointed to 
revise, amend, and report rules for the government 
of this House; and that, until such commiitee 
make report, and the same be finally acted upon, 
the rules and orders of the last House of Represen- 
tatives shall be considered as the rules and orders 
of this House.”’ 

To which amendment Mr. Apams had hereto- 
fore offered the following amendment: After the 
words “House of 


scinded.” 


(The 21st rule prohibits the reception of Aboli- 


tion petitions.) 

Aud the question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Apams— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was somewhat in- 


different whether the amendment proposed by the | 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] pre- 
vailed or not. He (Mr. U.) thought that, in all 
probability, it would be proper to allow gentlemen 
from the North to discuss this 
right of petition. 


He was willing to meet them, 


and to give them his views on this subject, as he | 
had wished to do some years ago, butat that time | 
He did | 


he was cut off by the previous question. 
not think debate could be prevented, and he was 


willing to meet the consequences of it now, as | 


well as at any other time. Indeed, as a Southern 
man and a s'ave holder, he was desirous to see the 
position which Northern men intended to occupy 
clearly laid open. He, for one, was not afraid of 
it. And herehe would take occasion to say that, 
in his opinion, the resolutions read by the 
man from Massachuseits [Mr. Apams] the other 
day did not fairly present the question. He 
thought, however, that the House should treat pe- 
titions on this sobject with great respect, and 
should assign its reasons for the rejection of such 
petitions; and a few years he (Mr. U ) had pro- 
posed to assign upon the record reasons why peti- 
tions fur the abolition of slavery, coming from 
the North, should not be received. The man- 
ner in which those petitions had been treated 
here, and the use which politicians had made 
of them, had 
peopie of the North were insulted—were trzated 
with disrespec’; and, in consequence of this, 
indignation had been raised against our pro- 
ceedings here; when, if the true state of the case 
had been made known, there could have been 
no ground for such an imference. The standing 
rule of the House always required the member 
presenting a petition to give a brief statement of 
the contents of the petition; upon that statement of 
facts it was that the House acted; and he wished 
the people to be informed that, instead of being 
treated disrespectfully, their petitions were acted 
upon on principle; and he would be glad to see the 
House adopt some principle which would show the 
reasons why these petitions should not be received. 
It was not his wish to go into a general discussion; 
he thonght that, if that were done, the House 
would be kept weck after week debating the sub- 
ject, to the detriment of she great matters of pub- 
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been called together. And, for his own part, for 
the purpose of avoiding that discussion, be would 


Representatives,’ insert the | 
words “excepting the $lst rule, which is hereby re- | 


question of the 





led to the supposition that the | 
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sooner consent to the amendment of f the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and reserve the question for 
discussion at some future day. The debate, if 
once entered upon, would not terminate for weeks; 
and he hoped, therefore, that all the members on 
different sides of the House would restrain their 
inclinations to diseuss the question. The time, the 
occasion which convesed them, the business before 
Congress—all these considerations seemed to him 
to be so many strong arguments against going into 
the general discussion. 

Asto the amendment proposed by bimself he 
would say a single word. The resolution of the 
gentieman from Virginia [Mr. Wiss] allowed the 
committee ten days. The effeet of his (Mr. U's) 








‘ proposition, if carried, was not to restrain the com- 


mittee in point of time, bat to adopt the rules and 
orders or the last House until the commit'ee should 
report; and that he conceived was the only difference 
between his proposition and that of the gentleman 
from Virgiuia. 

Mr. WISE here said he was willing to accept 
the amendmentof Mr. Uxperwoop as a modifica- 
tion of his own. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then resumed, and pro- 
ceeded to state some facts illustrative ‘of the cor- 
rectness of the opinion expressed by him the other 
day, and which he now repeated, that there was a 
necessity for a radical ohange in the rules of the 
House. He instanced especially the cases, first, 
of time Jost at a former session in merely compel- 
ling the attendance of the members, which he de- 
monstrated to have been ninetcen days. Second- 
ly, the time lost in the discussion of preliminary 
arrangements in the distribution of subjects amongst 
the appropriaie committees. And, lastly, the cases 
of assaults and batieries. He had, in the course of 
his experience, heard language of the most offen- 
sive character applied by members to each other— 
language which bis mouth should not utter. He 
had seen assauliz and batteries committed in this 
House right under the nose of the Speaker, and in 
no instance had the party offending been made ac- 
countable for bis conduct. Heretofore, in such 
cases, the House had attempted to act under the 
broad Parliamentary law of Great Britain—a law 
which was not specific, which did not define the 
offence, nor prescribe the punishment; and the con- 
sequence was, when the House cameto apply it, 


they found they coald do nothing at all. The 
commiitee to be appointed on the rules should take 
up this subject alo. The House must legislate; it 


must deiine the offence and preseribe the punish- 
ment; and when that was done, the House would 
have aplain ruleof action before it, and not be 
left at large to the uncertain provisions of the Par- 
liamentary law. This, in bis jadgment, was a 
most important matier; and he did wish that while 
the rules were under investigation the committee 
might take charge of thissubject also. If some- 
thing was not done, we should witness the same 
scenes here again that we had witnessed hereto- 
fore 

Mr. WISE followed at some length. He refer- 
red to the efforts he had made on a former day to 
bring this question to a close without debate. He 
had been most anxious to avoid discussion, espe- 
cially on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] because he regarded 
it as one of the most delicate matters that could be 
touched. But the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
by his remarks submitted the other day, had com- 
peiled him (Mr. W.) to make a few observaticns. 
And he proposed now to notice one or two of the 
remarks of that gentleman, and which were Cet- 
tainly astounding to him. We had been told by 
the gentleman that the 21st rule was an Adminis- 
tion measure—a measure of the last Administra- 
tion—that it was a proposition which the Whigs of 
this House would never have attempted to carry 
through; and the gentieman from Massachusetts 
had made a covert appeal to the Whigs of this 
House to reverse that measure. And if he (Mr. 
W.) bad rightly understood the gentieman, he in- 
intended to say that it would be the policy of the 
present Administration to reverse that rale. He 
(Mr. W.) did not know what the gentleman de- 
fined to be the Administration; if, by the Adminis- 
tration, he meant the Executive now in power, 
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he (Mr. W.) undertook to say that the Executive 
would never countenance the introduction of the 
topic of abolition into these halls. If the gentle- 
man could state for the Whig party on his side of 
tte Potomac here that it was now their policy to 
introduce abolition petitions, he (Mr. W.) would 
Say that npon that point he was not advised. He 
would wait to see. 

But the gentleman had gone even further. He 
had not only said that the rule was a measure of 
the Van Buren Administration, but that that Ad- 
ministratien was either the tool of the few Whigs 
who supported the rule, or that they were the tools 
of the last Administration. He (Mr. W.) would 
say that the gentleman had no authority, no 
data, no foundation whatever for such an asser- 
tion. It was altogether the creature of his own 
imagination—an imagination that was very much 
bewildered, bedizened, and prejudiced upon this 
subject. 

Mr. W. then followed Mr. Apame in his exami- 
nation of the materia! of which the vote on the @1st 
rale was compounded, and proceeded to say that 
it now remained to be seen whether we weuld 
as we stood before, and who would desert their po- 
sition on this question. It remained to be seen 
whether his Whig party here would make one of 
its first acts an act of reversal of the proceedings 
of the last Administration upon this very subject 
of Abolition. Until they@id so, he would stil! have 
confidence in his Whig brethren on this subject. 
The getleman from Massachusetts seemed to imply 
that the reversal of this measure was to be an Ad- 
ministration measure. What authority had the 
gentleman for saying so, when he who represented 
the State of Massachusetts in the Cabinet itself— 
the Secretary of State himself coming from the 
State of Massachusetts—had declared in the capital 
of Virginia that he would never interfere with the 
interests of the South on this subject? 

The gentieman had said this was a question of 
the South against the North—that it was a mea- 
sure to oppress the North. He (Mr. W.) denied 
it. He reversed the gentleman’s proposition, and, 
if there were any truth in either proposition, it was 
in that which asserted that it was the case of the 
North—no, not of the North—but of a few fana- 
tics of the North—a very small and insignificant 
portion of the North, (though a portion ably re- 
presented here, and potentially represented in the 
country through the pulpit, the press, and the 
school,) to oppress the South. 

Mr. W. here replied to that portion of the argu- 
ment of Mr. Apams at the present and past ses- 
sions of Congress, which assumed that nine out of 
ten of the petitions coming from the north of Ma- 
son and Dixon’s line were rejected. They were 
petitions, to be sure, but they were petitions for no 
grievances of their own, but in relation to griev- 
ances which they who knew not of them ought 
not to bear. 

The gentleman had had certain resolutions read, 
emanating from the State of Massachusetts, to 
show that this rule was unconstitutional. He (Mr. 
W.) would like to know how those resolutions 
came upon the journals. Under the operation of 
this 21st rule, it was a paper in relation to the abo- 
lition of slavery, and, as such, although coming 
from the State of Mas<achusetts, ought not to have 
been received under that rule. The fesolutions 
asserted that this rule was a denial of the right of 
petition. He denied it. 

The resolutions referred to are as follows: 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETS., 
In the year one thousand 
forty. 
Resolves concerning the denial by the United States 

House of Representatives of the right of petition. 

Resolved, That the resolution which was adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the United 
States on the twenty eighth of January, eighteen 








hundred and forty, namely, “That no petition, | 
memorial, resolution, or other paper paying for 


the abolition of slavery in the District of Colambia 
or any State or Territory, or the slave trade between 
the States or Territories of the United States in 
which it now exists, shal! be received by the 
House, or entertained in any way whatever,” is re- 
garded by this Legislature as a palpable violation 


eight hundred and | 
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of the Constitution of the United States, a bold de- 
nial of inalienable rights, and stretch of power 
which can never be quietly submitted to by a free 
people. 

Resolved, That, in the name of the people of 
this Commonwealth, this Legislature enter its 
solemn protest against the said standing rule, as 
being void in its inception and of no binding force 
upon the people or their representatives. 

Resolved, That it is the indisputable right of any 
portion of the people of this country, however 
mistaken in their views or insignificant in number, 
atany time to petition Congress for a redress of 
grievances, or what to them may seem such; and 
that Congress is bound to receive all such pe- 
tions, and given them a respectful and deliberate 
consideration. 

What, continued Mr. Wise, was the right of pe- 
tition? The Constitution of the United States was 
positive, that thé right of the people peaceably to 
assemble and petition the Government for the re- 
dress of grievances should not be abolished. He 
appealed to the good sense of the reasoning por- 
tion of the Northern people to say how far this 
right extended. It extended exactly to that point 
where the right of the legislator commenced. Mr. 
W. here traced the right of petition, under the 
Constitution, threugh all its various gradations, to 
the very point of having those petitions presented, 
and a statement of their contents heard by Con- 
gress. All thathegranted. After that had been 
done, Congress was not bound to take any actien 
whatever. This argument Mr. W. carried out at 
considerable length; demonstrating, at the same 
time, that Congress, for fifty years in succession, 
had received, considered, deliberately acted upon, 
and finally rejected more than one million of these 
petitions. Mr. W. closed by a brief allusion to the 
injurious results which must follow to the business 
of Congress, and the harmony of a third portion 
of the Wnion, if the subject were to be permitted 
to be discussed and agitated here. 

Mr. W. C. JOHM@®ON obtained the floor, and 
several voices were heard crying for the previous 
question; which, however, Mr. J. said he would not 
move. 

Mr. EVERETT asked Mr. J. to give way, to 
enable him to submit a motion that the subject be 
laid on the table for the present, in order that a re- 
solation might be introduced that would so far or- 
ganize the House as that its business could be pro- 
ceeded with. . 

Mr. JOHNSON declined to give way. He was 
not, he said, in the House the otherday when the 

entleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] made 

is remarks on his proposed amendment, but he 
had cast his eye over themas published. This 
and other considerations induced him (Mr. J.) to 
trespass for a brief space upon the consideration of 
the House. And, at the outset, he deemed it due to 
himself to say that the gentleman (although he 
might have presented his own impressions and 
opinions) had not presented the history of the reso- 
lution which he (Mr. J.) had offered. The gentle- 
man, in his remarks, was reported as having said 
that the 2Istrule “‘was the measure of the Northern 
man with Southern principles; and a Southern man 
brought in that rule and made the Northern man 
with Southern principles and the party of which he 
was at the head his tools, or made himself their tool 
to carry out that rule.” 

Mr. ADAMS here rose and made a brief expla- 
nation in relation to the resolutions from the Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, referred to by him the 
other day, and for which another set of resolutions 
had inadvertently been substituted in one of the 
papers of this city. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then proceeded. There 
was one thing which greatly astonished him; it 
was this: that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
should, with so much force, reassert or reaffirm an 
accusation of this sort. What authority had he 
offered? What evidence had he given? What in- 
terview had he referred to? What arrangement 
had been made, of which he was cognizant, that it 
should be said he was in treaty with the Adminis- 
tration party, either to use them as his tools, or to 
Jet them use bim as their tool? A man of: the age 
and experience of the gentleman from Massachu- 








































setts—a man who knew so well bow to value cha- 
racter, and who had lived such a laborious life for 
the purpose of acquiring it—ought not to make g 
charge of this nature here, in the presence of the 
nation, unless he had some fact, some data, some 
evidence, upon which to predicate it. He (Mr. J. 
called upon that gentleman, and all who thought 
with him, to present to this House the evidence 
upox which the charge is founded. Had it been 
made in mere wantonness? Had it been made be- 
cause he (Mr. J.) had introduced a proposition 
which superseded that of the gentleman himself? 
Had it been made because, with some degree of 
labor, (and he was glad to have it in his power to 
add, with some degree of success,) he had answer- 
ed the argument which the gentleman then made? 

He deemed it due to himself, due to the Adminis- 

tration party then on that floor, and due to candor, 
justice, and honor, to say that he had not been in 
communion with one solitary human being in that 
House before he draughted that resolution; that he 
had not interchanged an opinion with one member 
of the Van Buren party, either in or out of Con. 
gress, in regard to the original proposition which had 
been alluded to by the gentleman from Virginia, 
who was absent from indisposition, which induced 
him to hand it to the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. And the resolution which the gentleman had 
intended himself to offer was almost substantially 
the same as that he (Mr. W. C. J.) offered, viz: to 
lay on the table the motion to receive abolition peti- 
tions; and when the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Apams] was attacking that resolution, he said 
that it was indefinite, and that it was dodging the 
question, or something very like it. While the gen- 
tleman was speaking, he (Mr. J.) draughted his 
resolution and showed it to the gentleman from 
South Carolina, and his object in doing so was to 
ascertain whether he would receive and adopt it as 
his own, which he consented todo instead of that 
of the gentleman from Virginia. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts having offered and amendment 
to the resolution of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, induced him (Mr. J.) to ask the gentle- 
man from South Carolina to accept his resolution 
as a modification of his own, which he agreed to. 
This was the history of the resolution, or the 
twenty-first rule of the House. And thus, in the 
hury of debate and the confusion that prevailed, 
the resolution was written by himself at the desk, 
and offered as an amendment to the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. This was the 
conspiracy, this was the plot, this was the §strata§ 
gem which had been complained of. He recollect. 
ed very well that, while the Editor of the Globe 
at the time came out and charged bim asan in- 
strument put forward by the Whig party to offer 
the resolution, the gentieman from Massachusetts 
also rose in his place and said that he (Mr. J.) 
was acting as the tool of the Van Buren party, or 
language to that effect. He was very apprehen- 
sive that the gentleman had given vent to his real 
feelings and judgment; but whatever he might 
think of him, he (M. J.) believedhe thought in 
his inmost bosom that he would be no man’s 
tool, and that he would not suffer himself 
to be made the instrument of any man or set of 
men for an unrighteous or unholy purpose. Thus 
much for the history of that resolution, which be- 
came one of the rules of the last Congress. 

He had a few words to say as to the proposition 
then before the Chair, which was, as he understood 
it, to adopt all the rules of the last Congress, with 
the exception of the twenty-first, which relates to 
the rejection of abolition petitions. He would say 
that he was most happy for two years to be sur- 
rounded in that House by a majority of the mem- 
bers of Congress who sustained, both by their 
speeches and votes, the rule now proposed to be 
rescinded, and he would be most happy if the pre- 
sent Congress would do as the last one had done. 
Why chang: the rule in this question? He saw no 
good reason for it. An apprehension prevailed at 
the period to which he had referred that its adoption 
would create great excitement at the North; but he 
would ask if it had had that effect? And he ap- 
pealed to Northern men and to the public journals 
to prove that it was withoutgfoundation. He would 
ask if it had not been productive of good; if there 
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